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4 eq xxeag reafoneth not theſe matters 6riſy 
to ſlaues or bondmE bur he ſpeaketh them , 
to thoſe thar ar free: or he rather doth enſtruct 
all ſores, yea the Chriſtians rhem ſelnes , that 
they do not any thing for mans ſuke , or pleaſure and 
that tacy do not execute, ot fulfill tnoſe core 
maundementes of m:n, whiche ar naught for 
that were to {erne men, even by ſuch, 25 ar ra!nu 
ſomed fora PI rice. An FB l tel after, he hawins ſbokew 
of thu vvordly and ſpiritual bondage , vvriteth thus . 
Thetrfore , the Apoite| hath proui de - very well 
in bothe KA 's,(to wete)firſt leaſt vnder the pre- 
tence of God his (: ruice, ſeruantes ſh 0'd depart 
from there maſters , in whoſe power there bo- 
dic $ al, SCCON aly, Ic alt they (hol 4 =” TIrLoOMm God, 
when as they will ſerue there bodily Maſters, 
{urther thE becometh,or that they ought to do. 
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li! yc be as cxcrcilers of 
Lordsſ\1p againſt the P of op! EO7 par! ſhes. For he 
vnder{tanderh by this works Clcros , not Dya- 
cons,or Eiders bur the toc a -hich fell ro cuery 
man by channce, to be courrned , lea5? any man 
«ho! 'd 144 TC, that Bys/19ps _ Te forb den , fo exerciſe 
any Lordship ower clerk es , but that hit vvas graunted 
them,to be Lordes ouer others And here he calleth El 
ders Bi ([hoj »$ for as ver, there was not , {0 huge & 
nombre of prieſtes, but as many Elders as there 
wcrc,{v many byſhops there were This cons- 
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wianindenit ofthe Printe of the Apoſtells, ſhol4 
haue ben written in golden letrers, and (ct vpin 
all palaces of rhe Bythops : : Feade ( faith he) rhe 
flock,oppreſlz » har nor.pi. 'lhit not,and'dothis not 
vawillng!ly,but ofa ftincere defier, and mind,as 
fathers,neither for 1|thie lucres lake : as though 
he had ſeen betore,thar there vppon LAOS riſe a 

plage,or peſti! ence to the chirch . To conclude, 
not plaing [ordesatrerthe miner of Kinges,bur 
—_ with examole, and ouercome2 with goods 

2ades.Now a dues, 


_ conn ſort of Byſhops, 


pics EX 1 nothin? ofchere learned flattc TErS, bur 
part L ord; _ : "Kel 110n5.,. 5w ordes , KR ayes X and 
bo- Powers: W hervppon r1 terh inſomine of them, gge 8B. @ 
20d more pomp oOulr TD, le then lom . K1025 vie and pomP015 as 
ters more cru2!nes then fome Ty:aunt?s occupie, Princes of 
do. ſome more 
Alſo. th>[ame wv? TYhhIn x3 «cha i; ter of S. unCt mcg 
2 SHE Pork, [1 0 1 yraunthy 
( Mathev Yes Goſpel. 
$411. 
Vrely, Sain& Peter inthactes oftlapoſtel- 
0 5 doth o56'v calithe tawe of Moſes(which 
Vas | was laicd for 2 time,\ yon the rebellious people 
; Of of the I.wes) an hard and a heauy burthen, 
he which neither we noroure tithers , were hable 
Va- to beare.novther can any mi d )ubr, bur rhar it 1s 
ery twueth which the tracth hath R—_— !t. The 
1410 vooke of Ciarilt 15,1n very ded- ow ant, and his 


td l *Jaiced ypon mens ſho'ders , betude , or -——_—— 
E! . WET 

_ that thinre , w inci he hath ai redy appoincted: 
ca and he hath commnaded notin ng els , but that 
__ one ſhold louec another, and there 15n Ying (o 
Wo bitrer;but that Ciaritic v will ſcaſone, & mace hig 
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ſwete.Whatſoener is accordig to Natyre,it ma 


ealely be born, bur there is nothing, that agreet 
more with Mannes Nature, then "Chriſtes Phi. 
lolophie, which gocth abowt to do no other 
thing - almoſt then to reſtore oure Nature , (that 
is fal Icn)to her innocCcie,and finceritic, againe. 
But cucn as the ordinances of men , did make 
beauc the lawe , being by - hit (elf, greuous 
caough forthe Icwes : Ewen ſp muſt vve d: lioently 
take bedeythat the additions, ordinaunces , and do Jrines 
of me, make not the lavve of Chnſt (yvhich of Int ſe'f,, ug 
pleaſarmt and l19)t ) heauy and hard tobeare . W hich 
ordinaiices (© at the firſt crept in,as though they 
W 'ere (1 mall,and ought not to be care dior. , Or IC 


gardcd,orels, they being commended with the - 


thcwe of Godlines.be g oladly reccaued of them, 
that ar more {mple,the forctighted . Thoſe thar 
2r ONCE Iecuauce 1 by pecemele, do croweand cn 
creaſe, vntoa huge quantitie, & ao preſſe dow ne 
& oucrthrowe mc,w hither they wil or no,erthey 
by the help ef cuff ome ( whoſe violence 1s a certaineE 
tyraniic)or els, by the aufthoritie of Princes, hich 
hold (tiffiv, hit that is1 raſhely receaucd , abuſing 
hit for there profit and gaines. Andaliitle afier, 

s here ar ſome that knitt rogether, either a cold 
ſillogitme of a peceof (cripture , which they do 
not voale 1{tand, crels make an article of faith , 
of a mannes or:'1naunce,and of ſuch men ar we 
indocd,rto be Chriſtians, or no Chriilias, which 
appertaine nothing arrallro Chriſtian Religion, 
Andalittel after W har availeth ir to ſpeak of the 
burthen of Man his inſtitutions, when as many 
yearcs ago Saint Auguſtine, in a certaine epiſtel, 

zo Livarius,heis ano vry, and bewglcth th ſtare 
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of Chriſtes chirche , ſo to be burthened, that the 
edicion of the lew es was almolt more to!llera- 
ble then the condition of the Chriſtians: whar if 
he ſawe the fre peop!e of Chrilt , ſnared with io 
many lawe3, and ceremonies , and not only OP- 
prefied with a {ingle ryrannie ot prophane Prin- Nor andy 
ces, hut alſo of By(hops , Cardinalles, Popes,and prophane 
molt of all of there {cruauntes : who being dit- Frinces, Bug 
ay{ed, with the viſure of Religion go bult'y a- ho B. ar 
_—_ | rhe bulines of there belles. The Iew es Peregons of 
” ha1nocertaine kind of apparaile forbidden rhe, : 
more then that which was made , of flaxe and 
walle together , howe many conſtitutions ar 
there made nowe for apparraile , & w hat ſuper- 
* ſtirion,is there in TArmentes , and 12 coloures of 
theſame,art this preſent tyme. 


CAlſoazaine 1 theſame vvorks . von the xx!1. of 
Matth, 


Ome wreſt this place ſo farre,as, men ought Such. B. ws 
20 obey, all manner of rthinges' whatlocuzr _ 
the Byſhops,Prefidences,or Ruters commaund 5 Enoland 
alchoygh they be vngodly,and thar for there au- s 
Ruorities fake: when as Chriſt did ſpeak on!y, 

of them which did teache rightly the lawe of 

Moſes, and not of ſuch, as did ſnarre men w ith 

there ardinaunces and conſtitutions. Now © Pere 
aducnture after theſame miner a Bythop mighe 

be heard , which preacherh truly the goſpell, al- 

though he liue but a little accordingro chelame. 

But who can abide ,that they ſho!d occupie an 

open tyrannie againſt Chriſtts doctrine , ang 

Wake law cs for racre owane RE" + , Cali» 
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ring all thinges according to there gaine & gſo. 
rious maicſtics. They thar ſnare the people with 
rites and ordinances , dcuilcd for there profit, 
and to fuihil there tyrannie, do nor fit in the | 
chaire of the goſpell , but in the chauie of Symon | 
9/2165 and Carphas. | 


Martine Bu.er vppon the fff chapiter of S, Pauls 
fothe Epheſ. 


Mongcſt the m&bers of this chirch , there s @ - 
There 1s no none i all the earth that s the hed1e therof: But 
_— the chintb , hathe Chriſt hedd therof, in heauen. T he 
thot cau be Princes in dede, & the Magittrates of all places 
bed. may be called hedoes, bur not in the ecclehiatti- 
call body , but in rhe pcelitick bodie, and in the 
politique gouernement. And a littel after he ſaieih. 
Chriſt by him ſelt,is gouernor of the chirch , yer 
notwithſtanding he vſcth the ſcruice of Angells, 
and of men, and yct for all that he is a: waies p1C 
ſent with his chirch . And a little after . Scing that 
the chirch, hath Chriſt ker hedde, he ſurely as a 
good ſhcpehcrd, with his w ord gatkereth roge- 
ther his ſhepe that go aſtray , and he cometh to 
opcn his father to his ſhcpe, and ro drawe all 
thing to him, to opcn thuare mind:s, that they 
by trcw forthe may vndorſtand the colpcl',by * \ 
the which taint he uſt jficth them. This foith 1g 
mighty in working tho:o! oa Charie?, which 1, 
Clarinci{ckoth not ho: ow ne, wher. orc there 18 \ 
a wonderfull vnitic,and 107n6N 9g tcgticrotihe 
members *, as hit was ſo1cd mm tte primatiue 
Chirch,They tad onef. wie and one hort in the 
L 0:d . Fuxthe;morc, for as much as Chriſt is the 
Rulcr, 
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Ruler, and gouerncth hit in all thinges, as Pau 
bearcth witnes hereafter in the fiucth chapiter, 
moniſherh wemen that they ſho!d be (ubicR, or 
obedient vnto there huſbandes, as the chirch is 
vnto Chriſt. He purgeth hit, or m: akerh hit clea- 
ne with his bloode,alt! 10ugh he vic in-hit,diucrs 
mimiſteries or {eruices,yet 1s he the chief gOUCL- 


nor, the firſt , and the moſt ſtrong and mighty. 


Candalttleafier Wherin ſtandeth or conſiiterh 
the vniticof the chirch?Nor in TArmentes,norin 
, as thow ſhalt (c mn after 1n the 


Ceremonies 


fourth chapirer,j .1n theſe wordes, Indeauorins or 
laboring to kepe the vnirie of ſpirite,in the bode 
of peace, &c. Therforec the vnitic of the church , 


ſtanderh in the vnitie of the ſpirire , of Charitie, 
of che word of Go4d,of Chrilt , of the ſacramen- 
tes,and in the communion of giftes , that we 
\that we m: y agie in one 
thing,that wemay ſpca ike one thing, Kar n no m4 


may conlent in one 


hall” rule him elf, burgeuc him (iro be ruled, 


ynto Chrilt, & the Spirite , that we ſhold c5Hlent 
with the w il of oure heauenly 


Father , that we 


ſhold allowe altogether theſame things, _—_ I'2- 
proue; alſo theſame: for by the 
place he doth vaderſtand, the inward power of 
the {pirite, from whence come all ourc coun{at- 
les,andd doinges, which in all thinges ON: vht to 


be thelame and like hit that 15 of Gcd 


There 1s ONL 
death of Chriſt , 


vnto vsin the worde . 
Scripture, one Bapritme, 


& ONec 


S$p1 rire in th 1cla 


: ©! pened 
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one Farther,onc Religion, i” one Charntie, ong 
ſacrament of chikes giuing , and one laing onns 
of handcs , and one diſcipline and one cool. nt 
of che Min jilters,and ofthoſ: by the which thely 
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Not m cer 


mconic. 


ar miniſtred:To conclude all thinges that ar or. 
dained, to the buylding or profitt of the Chirch, 
we mult haue all thoſe as one thinge. But what. 
ſocuer is nor declared inthe word,therc is no ne 
ceſlaric vaiticinthat,but ratherliberty, &c. 
CVpon theſame chapiter he vyriteththus. To rhe byl. 
ding of godlines, al thinges ought to bedone in 
| Pretats as the Chirch,and hit is commatided that the Rus» 
—_— lers of the Chirches , ſhold teach thoſe thinges 
ming that Chriſt hath commaunded : whettore , they 
[4we)., ought not to mare the /elues Tyrauntes,in exathing 4 
er requiring of mens coſciencesthat vvinch Chrij} ues 
ner commannded, 


TheſameBV CER tn hi commentaries en Maith, 


M:1/th,18, '' . 
vpon theſe vvordes. W o ynto the vyorld for offences. 


LHCT a 


N offence is, what ſo ever we lay or do by 

any meancs which riſcth not of found or 
perte& faith, and isnot ordered of fincere and 
trew loue, promoting Godcs glory , and oure 
neighbours Saluation. 

After that this DoQtor hath ſpoken, of offen- 
ces generally , and ſhewed them nor to beſeme 
Chuſtians, and hath alſo perticulerly amplified 
the mattcr,in deedes of them (clues not eucl, bur 
done contrary to Charity, with abute of Chri- 
ſtian liberty as. Rom.14., 1.Cor.8, This note firſt 
ocucn,that ſaint Paul often with ſomame force, 
repeat«th this name, A brother: He cocludeth that 
thisisthe Scope and drifte of all. So to order and 
do all thinges,that they may maketo the edificg 
of oure Brethren, {o ſhall | it fall oute that ſom- 
mctime lberty 1s to be yſcd tome rime not : for 
whcn 
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when 2s wordes ar to be coiirmed with deedes, 


then mult ( faierh he ) the liberty thar is preched 
nedes becontirmed with examples. This he ſer- 
teth owt with th'examples of Peter . &c. at An 
noch.Galat.2 .Commending his viing of Chri- 
ſtian liberty 11 meares, and diſcommending has 
diffimularion : and alſo of Paul in not circunci- 

ciding of Titus. Galat.z.W herin he noteth thus. 

I Firlt, itin this ſlippery place Perer caught a 
fall,w ho is hit,that ou She nor to be careful her- 
in,and to take heed. 

2 Sccondly,in reprouing of Peters diſlimula- 
cion he ſaieth. To conclude,for that we muſt al- 
waics preale ,to perfetion and tulnes of faith, 
greater reſpe&t was ſurely to be had to che gen- 
tiles, which had alredy receued Chriſt * plainly, * Plans 
chen tro them which did lewdly Utickyet, ro the 

*ceremonies of the world : who in concluſion, *Elementis 
by long bearing with, might be the more con Mundis 
firmed'i in there error. 

3 Thirdly,we mult further conſider,whether 
they be rrew or talſe brethern , which go aboure 
to infringor weaken Cheifdian liberty,, lor we 
muſt regard only the trewe brethern , to bears 
with them herin. 

Theſe thinves, premiſed after this manner, 
he applicth the whole doctrine of offences , by 
the example,oft outeward thinges , and ceremo- 
nies,to oure time and ſtare of Religion, ia theſe 
wordes. 

As in oure time,if a man would ſtill diſſimule, 
or hide the liberty,of owteward thinges, which 
the viſured chirch men , by ſubtelte and tyran= 
pic,hauc taken from chiiltian people , forth'ob- 


ſtinare enemies of the goſpell ſake , who do ab- 
horre and blaſpheme all that doth come from 
vs:{cing they abhorre and blaſpheme Chriſt,and 
the goſpehi hit ſelf, hit ſhold nor only, not admegd 
thoſe, but rather ſhold more confirme them in 
eucl.and very much oftend (ſuch, which haue re- 
ceaued Chriſt , whileſt the Miniſter preacheth 
vnto them,trueth vtterly yoyed of examples. For 
they ar many , which bardly can be perſwaded, 
that we haue all thinges in Chriſt whileſt mens 
Inucrions, arc had in \(uch price and c{timac1ion, 
Owtcof queſtion greate fault is here in, nowe a 
dayes committed , and that nor of the rude and 
common ſort of people:But of the hed proteſt3- 
tes and chief goſpellers, I contef.c in deede, thag 
all though all the ordinaunces againſt the liber- 
ty ofowtward! hinges were of Antechriſte his 
bringing in (as is dilterence of perſonnes. mea» 
tes daics,place: s, and infinire{uch other th inges) 
ct for that the common people wete born in 
holly that they all, were commaun demenres of 
the Chirch v guided by gods {pirte, and fogene- 
rally recca 2ucd of meE.a ; thi; wes $, proceding trom 
Gods will and apo! netment : that therefore we 
ſho!d vſe the liberty ( purchal ed vato vs by 
Chriſt) circumſpetly , and warely, cuen now a 
daycs, and with Pau: many tymecs, circumcide 
Tymothe, (that is to fay) \for oure partes vic well 
ſome ceremonies.w ich other men abuſe ; lo as 
hit were.{cking, occaiion,to preach Chriſt knee, 
rely and purely: Although 1a decde theſe deuiſes 
of Men , can by no mcanes be comp zared to Cite 
cumciſion,and {uch like orders of Cod. 
But what is the como practuc:Many tearing 


forlors 


forſoth the offence of the crofle, and j in ya ne 
TON abowre to plea! ch both men and God , : 
ter long, preaching of the word, when w ouden 
and take, requier nowe example and deedes, 
(preteding oth«1 mc infirmines, when in deede 
= ar therin Ict with there own wekences)bork 
them {clues becam yet ilaves,to mcnnes tradi- 
ditions, and caul.c oihter mca allo to be the like, 
Oh ſaye they , noting 15 to be rempred raſheiy, 
theſe r! unges h LAUCc CO! ar; nued many yearcs they 
cannot bc putav ay foucnly,regard mult be had 
to the weake, with haltic lpede we thoid nor 
plant the gotpell, bur ous throw hit, 

I wold with theſe men ti. ſt contidered, what 
that ſentence meaneth, T/; rgdome of beauen juf- 
fereth violence, and ds 2112 cat þ hit vnto them. The 
that theſe chinges,are not aaſted raſhly , bur thE, 
when they ar cnaunged ,-Chrilt nor yer being 
ONCE COmmenc. Ted and [kkiow t faithe ; and noc 
when Chriſt is alredy preached; and the nert of 
the goſpell fo long cat torth , that hit hath in a 
manner taken, as ; much a as may be taken in thar 
C1rcuit,or com pail tc of {ca,and now there remai- 
ncth nothing els butto confirme, and bring cre= 
ditt to wordes , by exaple in doinges. Surely the 
calc thus ſtanding, workes aifo wherin mcn has. 
ue pur there cotidences,more then in Chriſt, are 
to be forlaken, and men mult remembre thas 
there can be no fcllow(hiv,had berwene Chrilt 

aud Antcchrilt. 

Ava! inc. hit 152 thing ve! y ablur: L an d foliſh, 
that beca ul e. hat t- Ihod h tat I by 1EEcil © 2nd lit- 
tel, and of loge time crept 13,and grow Cu,tucree 
forc ro go aboueto preſcribe longe tinc a fog 


Matth.1k, 


receaue the trueth in Chriſt , otherwiſe ſhold 
Chriſt, no more be eltemed of vs, then Ante. 
chriſt . Certainly if we ſhall not receaue Chriſt, 

fo ſone as we knowe him : we thall neuer cnioy 
him. Moſes, Samwel.Elias,Ezcchias, loſias , delt 
not afrer this ſort : Bur allone as they had reſto- 
rxed,the knowledge of the law'e to the people,by 
and by they abolithed and attonce a'l abhomt- 
nations,and reſtored the ceremonies of God. 

W herfore 1 itis nothing worth, that they ſaie, 
who allawaics bragoe,hat there ar greater thin 
ges tobe yrged then reformation or admend. 
ment of ceremonics,ſo become Patrones ro Arne 
techriltes relictes. As for ceremonies, they ar co- 
gniſances or teſizmoutes of oure Religion, and 
therefore weallo begin oure Religion "with the 
ceremonie of Bapriſic: and if any be to be recea 
ucd againe,by mecanes of his repentaunce, afrer 
that bei is excommunicated for his wickedaes, 
he is ſtraight reconciled to the chirch, by the ſa» 
crament of the ſupper : Wherefore they muſt nedes 
be wveikein the faith of Chriſt , hich d:fferre the re- 
mouing of Antechriſtes ceremonies , and nevvnes of lyff 
vill ſurely ,verie lately appere in th:m,:feuer hit appers 
at all And im dede wwe ſe at this day cold and fa k proe 
eeing 1 in chriſtian Re! 17108 4) ad pr ſcion, in tho \eplas 
ces vyhere Antechriſte; - Kali PSF born vvithall, and 
all thinges much more liuely,aud effetua'l, vyhere they 
be abolished and done avvay For :f ther tay at any time, 
thu onely is the cauſe,that the vyord of God, cither i; not 
thoauroughly credited, or 149t eftemed accordinglie. For 
how eo cucr, tholcthat ſuppoſe them {clues to 
be ſtrong in faich, vic nor thele LInges: where I 
praye yowe, is there zeale,tor Chriites gloric, of 
TILCIG 


there brethern, wheras they till vſc them, fo n& 
doubt thev do hit of weakenes of faith. 
Certainly as there1s no agrement at all bete 
wene Chriſt and Belial , ſo ftincere and vnfained 
Chriftians,can by no mcanes abide any of Ante. 
chniſtes frumpery . Alt though with rlus there 
zcale, they cndcauor them lelues to purge, the 
chirch here, as the glory of Chriſt may theiby 
chicfiy be auanced , yet to rhe weaker ſort they 
will haue ſuch reſpec & , as to donothing raſhely 
or ow: t of (caſone,bur will reache the weak with 
gentcines , to wax ſtronger in knowledge. Yer 
will they do there endeauour, with examples tO 
bring them forward.not rc garding the blindnes 
of a Kwon ho ar to much aqd: aed to Antechrie 
ſtes ceremonies,and perhaps no trew and vutate 
ned brethern. Oftcnding there, w left veric ma- 
ny other weake ones continually thinck thus 
with them {c'ues. If theſe thinres vrere ſo exel , they 
Shold ſurely be abolished : iſeitber thy vycre ſo 2 ng] al 
mcn (ſpecially thatreckouthew { Ines Chriſtians) vvold 
in dederceane aud embrace them . Theſe men ſurely, 
1f they be ele , ſhall at the lenght be confirmed, 
all though allthe world oi:cnd rlicem, and no 


man eartie them. But woe 12 the meance t1me,vn- 
to them. by whome _y ar O_ W herfore 
as ſonc as rrew CO Il:nes, hath ben preached and 


rofcfled of ma any , _ tcchriftes ceremonies, 
and rites muſt by and by be abrocarcd , neither 
muſt delay be made .ti ll « oodilincs bein all poin- 
Qes yrow en vpto pertcctio,cis thold, that rrathy 
neuer be x boliihed.: wt non 
Theſe myld and toc,toc moderate and ſober 
Gluiſtians, who can beace all Antechriſtian ths 


Phat is 
ntechbrilts 
APniolici. 


They thut 
Chriſt owtc 
of Dorcs 
that beare 
with cwe- 
$50024Cs, 


who knowing that an' 1do!l was nothing, did 
eat: thinges off: red vnto Idolies, and boaſted 
(as theſe our men do ) in outward matters we ar 
free: what is tha: to ine that a anoth: r abuſeth the 
ſe thinoes naugntely?T will vie them well. For as 
thoſe weakened tlic fair: of ma ny, both in thar 
they lefle abhorred Idolles,through there ex iple 
& alſo in that they for the moſt p; ut commnicas 
ted with the aoainſt: there colciEccs,lo no doube 
do theſe oure Tu! Kewarme golpciters , NOWEe A- 
daies. They know rignt wel that all Antechriſtes 
ceremonies ( that 1s tv ſay , all ſuch have ben 
Drought 1 withowt gods w ord? ) are not worth 
a ruſh : And becauſe = they ar AT ard things 
when wehau? liberty they will vſe them 45 fre 
y forſorh,not waighing that many things arlaw 
:ul, Chick ar not ex pedient , and that oure hiber. 
ric,muſt ſerue, eitner whom? they in the meane 
timcoFend,or obſcure the giorie of Chriſt . For 
they confirm? thoic in there error , which as yer 
know e not.that theſe thingesar free, and at li- 
berty. As for the defenders therof,, the pro! iled 
ennemies of Chriſt they make them glad and 
bo'd , and _ y they weaken the febles taith, 
which had forſoken and calt them aw aie. 

Thus on God! I15 name tacy proude fair! y 
for the weak ones, yea rather they {eruc herin 
there owne bellies,in thar rhey ſtudie to orarifie, 
either Chrittes ennemics,or els backfliders. For 
noma other then theſe,vvill earneſt'y contender for ſu- 
ferltity "15 Cerewmonics . This ts ther» modeclſtic or bea- 
ring, where with they arlſo tarre trom helping 
the volpel, or enercaſing hit , that by lutle, they die 
place 


yes, If Yerie deede like vhto them ar Corinth, 
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Place hit . Sere'y wve hanete tharck theſe men , that os 


this day ailthing « gone back vvard , and earned  vpſede 


dowwneyn may yplees, vVhere the Fo/P el bath ben lone 


gimme frenc. 167; 7 RCTAS NO exampic can be brouzhe 
of like alteracion in thoſe p! laces, where Chriſt 
being carneft!- , and purely proached , ceremo- 


R1CS allo ben «nn , according to the rule of 
his word. For as for th ole thinges, which haue 
difordredly,or cont ulcly happencd, Chriſt cither 
not at all,or nor lincer-ly prcached, they apper- 
taing noting tO VS, 

For aſmuch therefo! '6,a5 Chriſt {fo ſore dete- 
ſteth offences , and crieth , woe vato the world 
by mcanes of offences, wo vnto the man by 
whome offence com menk.; we mult with all di- 
ligencetake hede both in theſe and other thin- 
ges,that we be oſtenliue ro noman,bur eſpecial- 
ly to the littel onzs,thole I meanc not, that ar in 
in: age only ſuch bur in faith and eat anding 
allo. The perfect ] tnowledg of God and C] riſk 
3s lyeuerlaſting , w harſocuer therefore may by 
any meancs, either hin; ire or obſcure hit , let hae 
neither be ſpoken,ne yer don of vs: bur to che ve- 
zermoſt of oure powers let vs remous thoſe 
things away .Then lct vs prouoke them,both by 
exhortations, and cxam ole b that mcn will cX- 
prefle tholerkinges in there !yif , reuingno pla» 
cc herin, cirher io oure oune affctions,or other 
mens ſeing thatit is berr:r :o be drowned inthe 
ſca,thento giuc ns &c, 


Tpeter Martyr vyriting von the.rs chapiter of $2:n} 
Paul to the Romaines, on th: ſe vyordes:let everie 
fovvle be ſubief} vnto powvers that ar ſet 1 mn high aige 
fontie, 


F;as we haue concluded,tlicy ar to be repro. 

nc that rendre cuell for eucl,and it is thofft« 
ce of Chriſtian mc<n,to ſhew thoffice of charitie 
ynto them that hauc deſerued cuel of us:they ar 
doubtles greatly to be reproued, which for good 
deedes,r. {tore cuell deedes,and ſhewe not Tnto 
men that have ben frendly vnto them (as the 
# Magiſtrates be) honor and obedicnee. Becauſe 
L thapoſtel i is abour to entreate dilicently,and lar- 
ly of this matter,that we may enderitant the 
better what his meaning 1s, we will define, 
w hats a Magiſtrate? A Magi {tratc 1s a choſcn 
perſon and that of God thar he ſhold,defend the 
lawes,and peace,and reprefle and hold downe 
vices,and all thinges that ar cucl, with poniſh- 
mentes , and his fo ord. The affieic -nt cauſe is 


peaces, and driuyng away of vices,and all hurt- 
tul thinges,and thencreaſe of vertucs. The fot- 
: mal cauſe is,the ordre that he apoinGerh by the 
'© proudence of God in matters that appertaine 
k e Ynto men,orin wordly matters. The materiall 
cauſe,is a mi or a perſon,for who focuer 1s cho- 
ſen to be a Magiitrate , heis one choſenowt of 
Men. Therioht way, and compendious manner 
of theaching,is almoſt general. Firſt it is ordat- 
ned that all men ſha!be vnder the pow cr of the 
Magiſtrate, And atterward that is proucd of the 


caulgeflicicuthat all ſuch pow crs ar of God. 
And 


| | God. Thende is the keping ofthe lawes, and of 
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And after hitis proued by the cGtrary,that they 
that deſpice the cheeff Ruler, ar ennemies to 
God,and that to there harme. And furthermore 
the ſame thing is proued by thende,or finall cau- 
ſe,that the Ruler 1s made forour greate profit & 
commoditic. CAnd vppon th-ſame chapter in the 
604 page and xit line , be wyriteth cf the ſamedbieff 
Rulers thus. Burt theſe Eccleſiaſticall Papiſts will 
fay that the kinges the (elues,and the common 
owers,haue given ouer of there owne righte, 


* and haue wilted that clarkes,ſhold be exempred, 


But ve ought not to Ic ke vvhat Princes hawe done in 
th-ſe matters, but vyhat they ou2ht to hawe done. For it 
lieth notin there power to put dow ne the lawes 
of God,wherfore if this godly comaundemente 
of Paull,will that euery ſowle ſhold be ſubie&t 
to the higher power,in any caſe men muſt nedes 
obey hit. For thoſe thinge: that God hathe ordained, ex 
decreed cannot becalled back againeby mans auttority, 
Howe be ittheſe wordes arto be reſtrained,and 
drawEtogether:thit we may vnderſti1,that we 
ar ſubie vnto the Magiſtrate , no further then 
belongeth ynto his vocation and office,bur if he 
wold go beyond thoſe bondes , and commaund 
anything that is cotrary to godlines or the lawe 
of God,wec ought rather to obey God then men. 


Alſo vppen the ſame chapiter,on theſ: wvordes, Que 
ſunt poteſt ates a Deo ordinate ſunt: Th ſe povvers that 
ar,ar ordained of God, cy-c:hewvvriteth thus, 


He martternowe will not ſuffer vs to coner 

with fil&ce,howe that Bonifacius in his ex- 

wauagit,(which beginneth,yn4ſanftam)abulerh 
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the wordes of the Apoſtel, to confirme his Pri- 
de. For here vpon he wold proue ,.,that thoſe 
thinges that ar of God,haue ſome orders amog- 
eſt them ſclues,that there dignities may be kno- 
wen one from another being diſtin and ſepa- 
rated by certaine degrees,and that there vppon 
hit followeth thar the powers thatarof God ar 
notalla like,and thatis the higher power which 
1s exerciſed or occupied about the worthier mat- 
ter,an.: becauſe the Ecclehiaitical power 1s occu- 
pied in {pirituall matters , andthe cuuil in bodely 
matters :-Therfore hit foilow 1th ſaicth he,thar 
the Ecclcſiaſticall power is higheſt , and ought 
not to be {ubic vnro the civil] M ayiltrate , for 
the Pope (laicth he) hath iwriſdicion ouer all 
Princes. becaus Chriſt did ſay what foeuer thow 
ſhalr bind on carthe thalbe bound in heauE, &c.. 
And to make the matter more plaine,he alled-, 
octh oure ot Iercenue theſe wordes.Behold I ha- 
uc ordained the aboue kinges and nations, that 
thow (hou!ldeſt pull in Peces , and dcſtroye. ,and 
that chow ſhould. ſt byld and plant.But as thelc 
arguments ar full of Pride,and ſwell ing: So ar 
they molt ful of vanitic,for fir{t ro begin withal. 
Paul doth not ſpeak here , of rhe degrees of po- 
w ers diſtincted or difleucred amongcſt them 
ſclues, for he only ſaieth thus,that all pow ers 
w hat focuer they be,ar ordained of God, and I 
do not dcine bur the Eccleltaſticall power,or the 
power tuar Ecclehaſticall perſons haue,is in [pi- 
ricuall marters, tor hit 15 occupied in the Mini- 
{teric of the word of God, and therefore we 
graunt that,that power, :s the gret-ſt becauſe the 
word of God ow2)t to commanndand rule all men, But 
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this power maketh men to bring to ſubieis all 
ynderſtanding , and ro bring downe or deſtroy 
the highnes of all mens reaſons. Let thele excel. 
lent oreate lordes ;do theſe thinges, let them 
preache the word of God, and [er them lea 1c 
there inuentios of men, and then if there be any 
that will not heare them, W e do nor doubt,bur 
that they condemne them 1uſtely, whether they 
be Princes, Kings, Monarches,or Emperors : yet 
for all thar it ſhall nor folowe, thar they ar not 
ſubiect,vnro the politicke powerin things per- 
raining to this bodily lylte, & to polleflions,and 
Lides,howſen and Maners. Nay rather(as cocer- 
ning the Princes oface) they ought to be ſubie&t 
to a godly and Rel1geous Magiſtrate , not becauſe 
pethinck : hat the wv ordof God or Sacramentes,ourhe 
fo Le ſubrett or ſubdued to man hs lawves bur that It 18 
thotfice of a Magiſtrate ro poniſh or diſplace 
chirch Miniſters it the y behaue them ſelues 1} 
in there oftice,or Lugle with the truerh,or defa- 
ce it,or do falſly miniſter rhe Sacramentes. Let 
them binde and loſe (rhart 15 to ſay) by the word 
and preaching ler thE declare » who be bounden, 
and who beloſed: yet for all this they ought not 
to exempt them fc lues fro the ciuill M agiſtrare. 
For cucn as a king though he excell in his exce!. 
lent dignity, "Wh. ts obey the wvord pronounced by 
the Miniſters of the charch: Euen ({o an cclabuliinel 
man,although he be {et 1n an excellent place,and 
office 1s not exempred , or diſcharged from the 
obedicnce or fubieRicn of the Magiſtrate. 
« Alſo in the ſame wvorke, þ4y-609 on th: ſe pvordes, 
De: miniſter iſt vitar ad Iram:bewvriteth thus. Eucn 
as he 1s the officer of God, vato, thy good and 
B'a | 


profite ifthow do well: Euenſo is he thofhicer 
of God vnto wrath,thar is to ſay,to revenge and 
poniſh if chat thow behaue thy ſelf naughtely: 
Neither ought he to whome the [word 1s com- 
mirred,to be ignorant that he is the keper wot only 
ofthe latrer,but a'ſo of the former table: whertore he 
ought di!1gErly ro take heed that Rel1gro be mins- 
tered out of thevyordof God. And let him not thinck 
as many Princes now adaies beare them felucs 
in hand,that,that charge appertaineth nothing 
vntothem:for they vw{l in deede deale ovvte benif- 
ces and Ryzhopric k es ro w home ſoeuecr they liſt, but 
they care not whether they , whome they haue 
promored to {uch dignities do there dewtics or 
no. 


CAlſo vpon theſe yyordes of Panl to the Corinth. in 
the fiſt Ep ftell the 7.chap.Nolite fiers ſerwi hominum, 


Here ar other bondages of Men whiche 

ought alſo to be eſchew ed ; that for the ger- 
ting and putchaſsing of Ritches, we ſhold not 
be Paraſites, flatterers , or men pleaſers,or we 
ſhold not be to muche affraicd , and for theſe 
cauſes (hold be turned to Idol ſernice, and cuell 
Kindes of worſhipping. They ar greved wvith thu 
kind of bondaye,vvhich obey the wanghty v»>1ll of there 
wngod y Maſters,or Lordes and ſet more by them then by 
God. It appereth by theſe thinges,that the Corin- 
thians cam to this opinion,that, ſuch as cam ro 
Chriſt ſhold chaung and overtourn all thinges. 
And with this kindof foliſhnes arthe Religious 
men nowe adayes licke,w hich will haue there 
gumcntics,there manners,and the owiward c& 
dition 
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dition of there liffe newe, in ſo much,as they 
muſt chaunge there old names alſo,where with 
they were named before. Bur Paul denieth thar 
we (ho'd do fo, & he doth derermine that thoſe 
ar to be hold:n that ar nor contrary vnto the 
word of God. 


C Alſo vpon the 13 to the Rom. 


Vrely theſtare of chriſtendome was neuerin 
g worſe caſe then ſince the Bylhops did vſurp 
and take vnto them the ſword : for euery man 
doth (ce thattheſerwo offices (that is) the Tem- 
porall,and Ecclefiaſticall,do ſo hinder one ano- 
ther,thar he that occupierh the one,cannor exer- 
ciſe the orher,for there is not any man that can 
be found ſo prompt,and diligent, thathe is hable 
ro cxcure either of both of them rightly, andin 
ordre, 


Calf vpon the 8.chapiter of the ludges. 
Oreouer the Biſhop of Rom? did boaſt, 


that he was made hedde of the chirch, 
which thing cannot w any vviſ- app rtamge vnto any 
man.For both mouing and the hue wittes called 
ſences,flowe downe from the hedd:, through 
the ſinnewes into the mEbers,as Paul doth very 


truly teache in his Epiſt-l;,both ro Thepheſians, 


and Colloſsians,bur there is no mi that is hable 
ro performe that,as ofhim (elf, by ioinctes and 
ho} 2 ro quicken the m&bers of the chirch 
with the ſpirite of God. It b:longerh onely varo 
Chriſt ro deale owte vato his members ſpurituall 
B 3 


motions,thelitghtening ofthe mind, and euer- 
laſting lyfte. In deed, Kinges and Magiltrates 
may be called the heddes of the people,becauſe the cru1ll 
gouernement #s exerciſed by them , and we may loke 
to haue from them good lawes, and ciuill mo- 
tions:But in the chirch it is not entreated of the 
ciuill lyffe,bur ofthe ſpirituall and cucrlaſting, 
which wecanot loke for of any,burionly of cod, 
neither is there any mortall man that can quic- 
ken the membres of the chirch, I do judge thax 
the Kinges and Magiſtrates that ar godly ought 
to be ſet or counted 1n the chirch in the tormeſt 
or higheſt placc,or dignitie , and thathit belon- 

eth ro there office,it that Religio be cuell han- 
deled,to correct the defaultes,forthey beare the 
ſword for that cnde, that they may defend the 
honor of God,but they cannot be the heddes of 
the chirches.Paul to the Romaines and Corin- 
thians (where he maketh coparacions betwene 
the members of the chirch) maketh ſome of thE 
ro be eyes, ſome to be noſthrilles,cares,hand and 
feete:but he vouchſaucth nor to deck any mem- 
ber with the dignitie of the hedde. And yepthe- 
ſame Paul writing to the Ephel.ſaicth of Chriſt, 
that God gaue him,to be hedde of the body of 
the chirch. Therctore let the Papiltes , thewe, 
where hit is ſaicd in holy ſcripture , that there 
was another hed le giuen vnto the church belide 
Chriſt.Itthey can do that lert them haue the vi- 
Qoric : but I amſure they ar ncuer hable to do 
hit.For if ſuch a hedde ſhold be giu6 to hit,then 
the chirch ſhold be A monſter with two hed- 
des. 

CA!ſo »pon the.10.chap.of the,2.of the Kinges. 

Ichn 


Ichu brought to paſſe thatthe temple of Baa 
hold be ouerthrown, fo that it ſhold not be any 
more occupied,as hit was before. Wherfore mi- 
nie 'thought,that it was not wel done that Chri- 
ſtians ( after thatthey had embraced the golpel 
of the ſonne of God ) ſho!d yer ſtill kepe vnde- 
ſtroyed the inſtrumentes of the Pope after a mi- 
ner And they do much better promore oodlines 
which did bring topaſſe that all Imarzes , ſtanding lma= 
es and others,and that all ornamentes of the Popes de- 
wiſe,shold be viterly deſtroyed at once. For as we reade 
in the Eccleſhiaſticall Hiſtories , when Conſtan- 
tine the greate became. A Chriſtian man,he com 
maunded that the Idolles temples ſhold be ſhurr 
yp: But becauſe they remained fo vn put doune,it 
was an caſy:matter for Iulian the Apoſtata who 
came afterto open them againe,and ro bringe 1n 
the Idolles of thold ſuperſticion to be worthip- 
ped in theſame places . The which thing the no- 
bel Prince Theodofius perceaueng, commanded 
them (o to be put down,that they thold no more 
be reſtored againe. After this manner did Iehu, 
becauſe the Idolles ſhold nor be reitored againe. 


Toannes Epinus abovvtethe y-are of oure Lord. 1549 
in thepreface ſet before the boke of Matth:25 Flacius I- 
lyricus,called De vers & falſts adraphors. 


He Diuel could not haue found , or demiſcd 
an y thing more crafty or {ubrill, ro deſtioy 
the trew worſhipping of God, & to ouerthrowe | 
the trew chirch of Chriſt : then thc chaungiag, 
and bringing in of thinges called indifferent. He 
hath profited more there with , then if he ſhold 
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aue gone abowte with cruelInes , and ryrannie? 
for there is ſuch ſtrenght in this poylon of indif- 
ferent thinges,that hit can make men that were 
before in other matters ta!katiue , and moſt ful- 
leſt of wordes, vtterly doume and ſpeachles,and 
other that were cloquentto be now ſtutters , & 
ſYomme that were honeſtly and rightly brought 
vp,to be doub:ful,& wauering, ſome that were 
ſhepeherdes to become wolues , and ſome that 
were Chriſtians to be Epicures, that 1s ta ſay, 
godles,and of no religion,and only giuing them 
iclues, and ſtudieng to get, and hoid the com- 
modiries,and ritches of this world. That tran( 
formation and chaunge , that xs written by Ho- 
mere,to haue ben wrought , by forcerous char- 
mes and cuppes of the famous witch Circe, is 
nothing to be compared, to this new chaunge 
which 1s brought to paſle by the ſorcery of thin= 
ces indifferent. This is the beſt councell of all, 
that godly DoCtors, and Teachers of the Chirch 
joyne there mindes together,there {tydics, there 
labors , prayers, and there confeſſion , that they 
maye defende the doctrine and learninge of 
Chriſt , and trew worſhippinges of there Chir- 
ches,with one conſent, with the ſword of God 
his worde, and the bearing of Chriſtes croſle, 
The Prophetes & Apoſtells following this coil- 
cel, oucrcamethe whole world, and did purge 
andſkoure the chirch from vngodlines and Ido- 
latry.There cinot be any better councell found, 
then God him elf hath giuen. It belongeth tro vs 
to do oure dewtie, and to committe ( with oure 
ptayers) vnto the Lord the ſucceſle and proſpes 
zous cnd of the matter. 
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CHatthras Flacius aboue name1, is bs ovyne vyork «. 
De Adiaphors. 


Irſt for aſmuch, as I entend to write of chin- 
oes indiftcrent,as they ar nam.d , and (ome 
ar {o in deedert is belt to tell wha: this word in- 
different meaneth. Indifferent is called inthe 
Greke Adiaphoron,and in Latine Indifferens,and in 
Duytch eine mittel[ding. And hit fignifieth athing, 
w herof is made no matrer , whether a man kepe 
hit,ordo not kepe hit , or whether hit be hande- 
led after this manner , or that manner. There ar 
inthe Chirch certaine thinges which ar indiffe- 
rent,and thatthere is ſuch in the chirch of God, 
it may caſely be proued by Paul, as inthe former 
rothe Corinthians the 7.8.10.and 14 . chapicers, 
alſo to the Romanes in the. 14. chapiter may ap- 
pere.Of which fort ar:to liue maricd, or vn ma- 
ricd,fo that hit be don in Chaſtitie, to care mea- 
tes or to abſtaine rherfro,to kepe daics,or not to 
kepedaies,withow re ſuperſticion,to tak2 wagis 
of them,to w home a ma preachethro, or to take 
none at all,to vſe a preſcribed miner of teaching 
in the Temple,to heare or to linge. 

If any man wold call back againe ,and re- 
ſtore the garmentes or veſtemenres of Ethni(h, 
or Popith ſacrifices, and bring thE into the chir- 
ches after the vſe of them were once put downe, 
he ſhold do contrary to that which is ſemely 
and comenly. 

It licth notin the power of any man , to or» 
daine any worſhippings of God, withowrte the 
commaundement of God. 


A! thinges that ar indiffercnr,ar fo far indiffes 


rent,as they ſerue for the glorie of God , and the 
profit of the Chirch . Bur if they paſſe beyond 
thoſe bondes,they ar not indifferent : but ar,vn- 
godlines,and abhominations,and by all meanes, 
of all men to be eſchewed. 

W hatſoeuer Antechriſt doth , theſame he 
doth for the Diuelles ſake,w hoſe vicar he is,and 
of whome heis ſtirred vp to play his part : And 
whatſocuer vnchriſtian Princes do in Religion, 
they do hitfor Antechriſtis ſake, and his ſcates 
ſake,as the letters of the Pope, vnto the Biſhops, 
and the Biſhops letters ſent to Popiſhe Princes, 
& ro divers chirches,beare witnes . And further, 
wharſocuer the Popiſhe Princes,and vnchriſtian 
courres do in theſe matters , and chaunges , they 
do hitfor the pleaſure & fauor of the ſupreame 
gouctrnors. Alſo whatſocuerthold diuines do in 
theſe matters , they do hit to gratifie the Courr, 
and the inferior Princes. Arthe laſt , whatſoeuer 
the younger diuines do,cither to ſet forth or nox 
to hindre this miſchieff of indifferent matters, 
they do hit for the pleaſure of there old Maſters: 
W herfore from the firſt ro the laſt, they ſerue all 
Anrtechriſt,and the Diuell, and committ whore- 
dome with the greate whore , and drinck of her 
cup,as hit is prophicied in th'apocalips (not w it- 
owta canſe)ofche laſt times, 

, Wenedenot to care for that which ſome do 
ofte time rehers, that the chirch hath. allwaies 
ben in ſomme bondage, for although hit bath 
ben allwaies in politick bondage , yet ſhe neuer 
did tempre her ſelf,or faſhis her to the Religion 
of vnagodly mE,ncither wold Cod,that ſhe ſhold 
befubdued ynto any ſpiritual bondage , Burra- 
ther 
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ther that ſhe ſhold ſtedfaſtly defend her liberty, 
and-not to be made the bond woman of men, 
ſcing that ſhe is redemed with the precious 
blood of Chriſte: W herfore (cing that del Ri- 
res ar thruſt yppon the chirch whether ſhe will 
orno,and that ofthe greateſt,and moſt openly 
knowen ennemies of Chriſt(that is ofthe Pope 
and both of learned and lay Papiſtes) it is nor 
lawfull by any meanes to receaue them , netther 
ar they thinges indiflerent,butthe wicked com- 
maundement of Antechrilt aad Antivchus. 

Oure indifterentiaries that ar of ſtowter ſto- 
maches , would not belo nice,audof aſtraight 
conſcience,that they dare not dehe the gold of 
the golden calf butrhat they wold defier ſome 
fat part of hit to be giuen vntorthem. | 

Thoſe things that hane ben offered in Idol 
ſeruice,or "ra, Idolatry,they ar Idolatrous, & 
can not ſerue God,and he wold that ſuch ſhold 
be caſt awaye. 


Thebraſen ſerpent was ordeined of GO D V Yhatthes 
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and that by Moſes the ſeruant of GOD , and his 
greate Prophet , bur after hir ſerued Idolatry , it 
was no more God his ſcrpent,or Moles ſerpent, 
but the ſerpent of Idolaters,and the Diaelles {er- 
pent,and Ezechias is praiſed (who brak lut) for 
that deede. 

Euen as wedefie and abhorre,the garments 
or cote of a theefte, of a Murtherer of A Hang= 
man,or of a common w hore,though rhe garmEr 
hit ſelf be innocent and hath done no harme, 
peither will any honeſt man do ſo much as gla» 
dly-rouch hit:So all they that ar codly in dede, 


defic ſuch Popith rrifles with all there hartes, be» 


eaus that they haue ſerned in the Popedome , & 
ben occupied with abuſes and wickednes: and 
hane ſcrued the ſacrificers that were polluted 
and defiled with idolatry. 

Auſtin ſayth , that faith is in great ijcoperdy, 
when itis amongeſt a great nomber of ceremo- 
nies. | 

This is moſt trew in all thinges,that the-man 
that is occupicd about many thinges doth not 
ſufficientlie rake hede to cuerye one of thE,and 
therefore it is trulic ſaid: 


They that in the fire,ynany rrons hold: 
Muſt nedes haue ſome of them right cold. 


O the people,being charged to kepe all the 
0 commaundementss of god and his ordinan- 
ces,and more ſtraitlie commaunded ro kepe mo 
ordinances of men then godd1s commaundeme- 
tes,muſt nedes coldlye kepe ſome of the com« 
mandementes of God. 

If thatrhe indifferentiaries go forward to re-< 
forme the chirch of Chriſt as they haue begon, 
and will ſetin the place of godlye and lerned 
prechers:whom they haue pur away fooles and 
courtlic flatterers,ſhortly we ſhall haue no god- 
Iye preachers atall. 

Were there 1s a heauic bondage in ceremo- 
nics,and in the worſhipping of God , there can- 
not the glad libertic of Chriſt be. 

Ceremonies ar the cheife finewes or ſtregrh 
of the popedome:and the greateſt poſtes and 
ſtaycs of religion ſtand therein amonge the pa« 
piltes. When” the indifferentiarics propo = 
an 
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offer vnto the miniſters{that do not gladlye re- 
ecaue any popiſh thinge) the quere core , called 
in duch chorrc& (which we call commonlic in 
engliſh aſurpletle,) and they will nor receyue ir; 
then the traditioners make exclamation,faiyng, 
what a (mall matter is itto weare a ſurpleſle, or 
a whit cote aboue a blak,bur in dede it they can 

et the once in theſe cotes,they will afterward 
E liver them tO the Romaines that they may buffet 
them, as the old Romaines did handle Chriſt 


- when they buffered him, hauing the white cote 


ypon him which they pur on againſt his wyll. 

W hat other thing goeth the deuell abour, 
with all his booted craftes and ſubreltics,bur 
to confhrme the wicked in theyr wickednes,and 
to geue them occaſion to triumph ouer the rrew 
chirch,and ouer Chriſte him (clf,and to blaſphe- 
me the holie name of the lord, and of the con- 
trarie part to diſcourage and make fad the holie 

olte in godiie men,and to make them faynr in 
godlines, & atlength,alſoto doubt of the whole 
dodrine of the trew chirch , what thinge can 
more make afrayd,and make faynte fouldiers, 
then to (e theyr captaynes quake and treble for 
feare? Ceſar (ayde that he had leiuer fyghte with 
an hoſte of Lions,that had a harr for theyr Cap- 
tayne,then with an hoſt of hartes whoſe Cap- 
tayne were a Lion. 

If any man (ſhould ſpeake thus to another, 
and ſay thou haſt ſtolen from me an hundred 
crow nes, I require of the that thow reſtoreme 
them againe quietlie , leſt I be compelled to vſe 
gainſt the ſome more violent remedies: and yf 


this maacculcd of rhefic,ſhould firſt paic hima, 
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crow nes in partof paym@t, & afterward xx.crow 
ncs,, ſhould not he make him ſelfe giltie of theft 
and thereby be bound in painc of haging to pay 
the hole ſome of money that 1s required of him, 
and ſhould not he ſhew him felt as readie ro pay 
the reſt asthele ij, portiones,of what ſocucr pur. 
poſe or intent he ſhould do ſo? I ſuppole fo in 
dede:Euen ſo,w hen we ar accuſcd of the corru. 
ption,and marring of the whole Religion of 
Chriſt, and ar commanded to reſtore it ro the 
old eſtare againe and we begin to reſtoreit in 
ſuch thinges as ſeme moſt e5monlic before mens 
Eics (aS al r outward rites and ceremonies ) do not 
we {cme to condemne our owne ſclues: may not 
webethoughtro deny our owne religion? how 
focuer bewrteous dreames we feyne in our 
thoughtes. 

It was an indiftcrent thinge , for Chriſt to 
waſh his handes , yea ithad a cuill and a natu- 
rall cauſe, forit is good manners and ciuilitieto 
come to the table rather with waſhed handes 
then with foule handes , beſides that, after rhe 
doctrine of the phiſitiones of Salerne, it is hol- 
{om forthe eics,to waſhe the handes ofe,yer not 
withitading all theſe. Chriſt woulde not waſhe 
his handes with the Phariſcs, becauſc he would 
ouctthrow their radiriones , and would not 
ſcme by his wathingtoconfirme and alow their 
traditiones. 

Ir is not the poindt of a good chriſtian, and as 
ltle rhe oftice ot a. good divine ,to belcue that, 
by. angring of Godand by (waging of mannes 
wrath,that we ſhall come to any perfect peace. 
For tyrantcs ar only as ut were ccrtaine roddes 
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in goddes hande,as God witnefſeth him felfe, in 
Eſay the Prophit,w herefore the hand ſhould ra» 
ther be pacified and {waged from wrath , then 
the rod bur it it were poſlible to pacific & pleaſe 
the rod, that it ſhoulde not beate vs againſt the 
will of the hand : then were it to be feared thar 
the hande ſhoulde caſt the rod away and take a 
Berell or a Maule and breake vs all as (mall as 
Powlder. 

Luther did truly name wicked wy{dome to 
be the teire hore of the Diuell, 

The Apoſtelles had leyuer that their ſcoles 
ſhould be broken vp then in any part to geue 
place vnto the vngodlie,or to cohrme or allowe 
their traditiones, 

W hat boldnes is this , that men dare geue 
vnto goddis encmies any parr of the treaſures of 
the chirch,w hich the ſoanc of God hath geuen 
vnto It. 

It belongeth not to any one man , neyther to 4 
fevvy men to ordeyne ſuch ceremonies Or rites as ar 
abouc named,(to wete) {uch as neither promote 
the glory of God, nor profit his chirche, but haue 
only a vayue shevv of holynes or ſemel ynes , and do no 
other good,a nd that »v:thout the coſent of thechir.b 
or conzregation, much lefle ought any ma to make 
ſuch,quire contrary to the mynd and will of the 
Chirch,or of the aticmbly of gods people. For 
all rhinges belonge vnto the Church, and the 
Miniſters ar teachers of it, and not Lordes, as 
Sainte Pau!e Saith , and they ar geuen to the 
Chirche of Chriſt. Therefore all they oft&d gre- 
uouſlyc,>idelicet papa cum ſur , whether that they 
ar Bithoppecs or other men , which without rho 


conſent of the Chirche , or againſt the conſent 
of the Chirche,with 2n vntollerable licentious 
vſurping libertte,dare ordeyne any thing in the Chirch 
of Chriſt yea although it be not vngodlye. 

As they that put on the Crowne of thorne 
ypon Chriſtes head to mock him , gaue him no 
honor , (although they ſemed to make him a 
K ynge)but greued him very ſore and pur him to 
muche payne.Eueno they that ywllkevvtifie and 
bonor the Sacramentes and Chirch of Chriſt wyyth the 
ceremonies of his aduerſary Antichriſt , do not honor 
trulye Chriſt and his ſacramentcs but diſhonor 
them and deface them. 

The teachers of the goſpell in Saxony,could 
ſcarcely driue away the abulcs , no not after that 
the foundation of the abuſes were taken away, 
neitherat this howre canne oure Auditores be 
deliucred from thoſe abhominationes & ſuper- 
ſtitiones , which they were brought vp wyth all 
from thcir tender yeares vnrill the tyme of the 
preachinge of the goſpell:wherefore wytha lyr- 
tel preaching of thoſe olderites and ceremonies 
that they were brought vpwwyyth allth:y wvvill eaſely 
runneageyne to the vyhole fink ard abhomination of 
the wvholc pepedome. Few yong perlones excepted, 
that were borne ſence the preaching of the gol. 
ſpell, that neuer hcard neyther ſawe any ſuch 
abhomynation. 

The ſpoule of Chriſte is diſhonored and pur 
to ſhame,when ſhes clothed with the garmen- 
res of the Hore of Babylon. 

W hat contormitie is this, whe as the Spouſe 
of Chriſt is made lyke the Hore of Babylon in 
ceremonies? God who is gelous , wil nor ſuffer 
that 
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that the Chirch hys Spouſe ſhould be clothed 
with the garmetes apoincted by a wicked man. 
1 Thelſearthe incommodaitics that riſe and 
ſpringe of the receuing of {ome of the Popes cc- 
remonies. They bringe home the popedome 
againe. 
2 They open the wyndowes to all che ſuper. 
ſtiriones of Antichriſt, 
3 They darken the goſpel! , and hinder the 


. light of it ſo throw ghr!y ro {hine as it did before. 


4 They receaue agayne wolucs into the $i:c- 
petold,and dryue away true Shzpherdes. 
5 They makefaynrt and diſcorage all god!y 


men,and cohrme and {trengththe al! {tubborne 
and wicked Papiſtes in theyre papiſtric, &c. 


Melanthon vvryting wþpon the xiq_chap.of SaintF 
Paule to the Romaines. 


Here may bealſo reaſones gathered,of rhe 

difter&ce of powers, God hath giuEchardge If there be 
vnto the Magiſtrates or Rulers, thar they thoutid differcnce of 
make1ult lawes, theretore he wyll allo that we gg = 
ſhould be obey ient vnto thoſe lawes : Bur he Jiers per- 
delivered vnto the Shepherdes or Paſtors, rhe ſon. 
ſure worde,neythe:- -11l he thatwe (halbe lawe 
makers any further, or to put thereynro any 
other lawes : Therefore he requireth that we 
ſhould be obeydicr vator hat word and no: vato 
new lawes which men (h1ll further add vnro {74> made 

A 1 [876 anti 
the worde. And ſo the ditterence berwene one dat os 
power and another bringth more lyghr vnro wud ar net 
this queſtion. Yer for all that hit is more ſafe to ts be obucd, 
leane vnto an other reaſon, (to wete,' that the 
| | C 


learning of the Apoſtles doth require that x we 
ſhould rhinke that hir is deadly fynne,and on the 

fo dead- conmrary partthat the breakinge of rhe ecc!efſia- 
> arti {ticall traditiones or Chirch ordinaunces,w yth- 
lewenif hit out the caſe of oftence and contumacae, 15 no 
may be dou deadly {1nne. 


withowte 
effence , or Melanthon Yppon the.xi/4.chapiter tothe 
Onlumacy. Romaines ; 


Heerror in ceremonies bredeth many great 
£ i di{profites and hurtes:the firſt 1s. The doftri- 
ne of the zoſþ.ll of fazth, & of the benehr of Chriſt, 

Diſcommo- #4 darckned , vyhen the opinion creapeth in,that ſuch 
«ities by obſcruances deſerue forgeucnes of tinnes,or that 
Error im Ce by them we arc made ryghteous, as the Iewes dyd 
Fcmnonies. ymagen of theyr rytes. "This opinion doth natu- 
ral! s, occup, ie mens mindes except they be taught right- 
ly by the colpelil. The ſecond incommodety Ys, 
that the dotirine cf difference of wor kes 15 deſtroyed, 
w hen ceremonies arc preferred before the politi- 
que? iyfe, but novy they are more ſet by then the in- 
Man natu- warde {pirituall exerciſes arc.as are paciens and cal- 
rally, endz- ling vppon the name of God. 
ned! to pie bY as Monckes called theyr traditiones more, 
CEYCIAOITIILES,. 
perfit then others. The thirc' diſcommodety 1s, 
that the op1n10n of neceſs:tie re perth in wwv:ichisa verv 
perilous crucitieng of the coſcience. The fowrth 
15,that thc opinion of neceſhie [that 15! that-ce- 
YeMOnies can not be miſſed 1m the C bireb, bredeth 
Tnacmeable 1 (co rd and contention,as In ty me paſt 
"7 there was diſflention for ke: aping of the, tealte-of 
gr. lines; 1 Eaſter. The fifte 15.thar t] there 15 falſcly geuen to the 
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when as the trewe vſc of ceremonies is not kne. 
wen:And fo is the dodrine of the new Teſta. 
met darckned,and vngodlines 15 confirmed, and 
the a_ of the Biſhoppes encreaſed. And 4 
lytle after.w hen as the opinion of worſhipping, 
of of neceſſitie cometh vnto thinges indifferent, 

yy 5: 2862 T » bred.1n ce 
then ſuch traditiones,darckon the doFrine of the ,,,,n;., 
Goſpell and the ep1nion that commeth thereto maketh and.s. bs 
the traditiones, made of thinges indifteret to be iyravats, 
yngodlye:Therefore hit x vvell dans to breake ſuch, 
and fo put them avvay that that falſe opinton may,ve 
corrected for itis very neccflaric & nedfull thar How indif- 

SAS, 44 6p" | ferut things 

the errors CONCEerning w orſhipping,merites,and as oh 
neceſlitie,ſhoulde be calt away. 


Contention 


Phillip Melanthon yppon the xxvy.of Math. 


Hriſt is accuſed,that he hath ſturred vp Se- 
dition thoughout all lIewryec,trom Galelye 
to leruſalem , and that he tor bade tributeto be 
geuen vnto the Emperor. Thele are greate treſ- 
paſles,and accuſationes, and this kynd,ofte ti- 
mes greueth afore had the Doctors or Teachers, 
weare called Seditious,hecauſe we do not obey 
the Emperor,commaunding vs,that we ſhoulde 
receaue w ycked dodrine. And a litle aſter.Chriſt 
ann ſvvereth xot vnto all the lycs rhat are made a» 
ainſt him, but leaucth them that are openly 
Enowen:But he anſ{wereth vnto the queſtion of Differencof 
the kingdome, & graunteth that he 15a Kyng, Chriſt. king 
and maketh an open difference betwene the dowe, 
Kingdome of the worlde,and hisown Kynge- 
dome,w hereof he beynge the Sonne of God,is 
the King:So the Chirche ought clearly to purge 
C > 
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her ſelfe of the crime of Sedition,and to ſay,thr 
ſhe woidegeue all law full obedience in all polt- 
tique marteis ynto the Magiſtrate : but concer- 
ning doctrine that ſhe wo! 'd obey god (as it 1s 
commaunded) rather then man. And hereler all 
god! y men conſider the difference betwene the 
po! que Kingdome,a and the cuecrlaſting,wher- 
in the Sonne of God calleth vs vnto euerlaſting 
Ryrches and gyueth forgecuenes of finnes vnto 

vs,and lyfe cuerlaſtinge. 
Cffanding And theſe Kingdomes ought not to be con- 
aubon- foynded,and myngled one wy yeh an other,as the 
Pope vnder the prerbce of the myniſterye wylbe 
P Vidked- the Kyng of the woride, & Lorde ouer Kinges. 
nes of Pope. And afteranother manner the powers are myngled to» 
geyther wybyleſte the Emperor and Princes wvyll ſet oute 
4 nevv doCtrine ynto the Chirches, For th:y have made 
How ley the Interim and wyll ſtabliſh in the Chirch the 
Primees 7 Maflc,and Inuocatis of Saintes,and ſuch other 
-<qp lyke thinges,and they wylbe Docters and Pa- 
_ {tours: when as they do not vnderſtand the do- 
Arine but are open enemies againſt it,this is not 
to be allow ed, butler there be Aifforemct made 
betwene one otce and another andlet cuery 

man labor favrhfully in his office. 

Pylate commaundeth Chriſt,to be ſcourged, 
and to be crowned wyth a Crowne of thomes. 
Pylate graunteth that Ieſns 1s innocent & faul- 
tles,andyerfora'ithar he vexcth him wyth re- 
proches and puniſhment,cuen as ſome now a 
dayes do,whychyll not Iefus,and vrtterly take 
not away ther! that preache ryghtly becauſe they 
cannot,yerby manye fi gnes they declare theyr 
haircd agaynſt chem, for they delile the poote 
Prca- 
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Preachers, and ſuffer them many wayes to be 
trow bled:the Pope & all his Byſhopes do (corge 
Chriſt, whe as they ler vp theyr Kyngdome,they 
crowne Chriſt wyth thornes and pura purple 
garmere vpon him,thar is to ſay they do worke 
much ſforowe to Chriſte and to his trew Chirch 
by that falſe and wycked lord/hip whych they 
atrogantly take vnto them (clues agaynſt the 
wyll of God and the health ofthe Charch, 
Afterward Pylaic,is perſwaded cuen to kyll 
Chriſt, when he hearde once theſe wordes ſayde 
vnto hym,thow arte not the Emyerours frend 
frhou do not crucifie him. Euen ſuch men arc 
they which play wyth the wycked.tor a!though 
in the beginnyng,thty are nor moſt cruell of all 
other, Yer by lytle and lytle they wax worſſe and 
worſlc.Therfore men had nedeto take hede at 
the beginnyng according vnto the ſayng of the 
ſcripture;w hat fellow ſhip hath Chrilt wyth Be- 
liall, &c. 


CLET VS THINKE OF THESE 
HORRIBLE EXAMPLES, AND LET 
vs flee, ſuch tryfling playeng , and bearyns with 
out Enemies And let vs opentye confeſſe that vye 
do differ from them in doftrine, And let vs 
not conſent and arree wvy:h them 
vyhen as they mi kethar 
compoſitions. 


Hon Alaſco(a Baron of Poleland by byrth)in 
Kynge Edwardes dayes was called into En- 
glad by the Prince,at Maſter Cranmers the Ar- 
chcbiſhop of Carcrburics ap” 1 & coun- 
3 


cell,nknowen tothe moſt parte of his _— 
men:vnto whom was comitted by the King t 
chardg of the ſtraungers Churches here,whych 
the forenamed worthie Kynge Edward by his 
lerrerspatentes in the fowrrh yeare of his reign 
erced in London,makyng this Thon Alaſco ſu- 
perintendet thereof , and appointyng therro 
{uch other miniſters as the fayd I Ihon Alaſco 
(who was an carneſlt ſuter on rhe behalfe of che 
ſtrangers) thought mete for that rome, he ta- 
kyng this ch: ardge vppon him fo vied him ſelf 
therein vntyll the death of Kyng Edward thar 
all the godly ſtraungers and ſondrye others had 
mnchioye and c6fort of him,the whole realme 
had a ſinguler crealureofhim, and the enemic 
had nothiug that he could iuſtly chardge hym 
wyth all. Briefelye ro ſay,his ſinguler trauaile in 
the Lordes harueſt in preaching, and wryting 
both here and a broade, his profound and depe 
knowledge of thynges, his ſyncere indgment in 
all poyncres of religion, and harrye affection ro 
the maintenaunce of Chriſtes Kingdom againſt 
open enemyes,and counterfair oolpelers corru- 
ptyng the ſ1mplicitic of chryſtian religion , beſi- 
des his vprightnes of lyfc,godlye conuerſation 
and other qualeties mere for ſuch a perſonage: 
cauſeth much lamentation for the lacke of him, 
inthe Church of Chriſt through out chrilten- 
dom, at thele dayes: And wyll procure a conti- 
nual] remembraunce of him wyth honor am6g- 
eſt the godlyevnto the worldes ende. This reſt1- 
monyc hath Kyng Edward of famous memorie 
ynder the greate ſeale of Englandgiuen of him 
whychis in print atthis dayc cxtant in Jaten to 
be 
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beſcneof all the world, © — 

IHON ALASCO BORNE in Polcland a 
very famous and notable man , borh for his ho- 
neſt vpryghtnes and innocEcie of lyfe and beha- 
uiour and alſo for his rare and ſingular know - 
ledge in learning, &c. 


CThe iudrement of Maiſter Ihon Alaſco of remouing 
the yſe of ſnrular app. well in the Ch:irch miniſterte 
v wrotten the 20.daye «f September in the 5 yere of 
theraygne of Kynge Edvyardiheſixth: :wphucb wvas 
as ſollowveth. 


Yrſt of all 1 afirme that in the Chirch of 

Chriſt,there are ſome thinges ro be oblerued 

continually,ſome thinges are indifferent and 
free:other ſome thinges arc by no meanes tolle- 
rable.Such thynges as ought continually to re- 
maine in the C hurch \ are the pure doctrine of 
the Propheres, & Apolte'cs,whych for the (ulte- 
naunce of the ſoule are to be diliget] tly proponed 
rothe ſhepe of Chriſt by rhe Miniſters of God, 
where vnto are adioyned the facramentes of ba- 
ptiſme and rhe Lor: les (upper miniltred accor- 
dyng tothe Avoſtolik order,fc t forth in the wri- 
ringes of the Fuangeliſtes = Apoſtles to the 
which may very ty lic be annexcd Ecclehaſticall 
diſcipline. 

I call thoſe thynges free whatſocuer they be 
that lerue profitablyc and commodiouſlyc rothe 
miniſterye of the worde and Sacramentes, {o 
they hauec theyr originall ground in the Scripru- 
res,haue no commaundeme nt againſt rhem,co- 


taine a manifeſt commoditic ro the Chirch and 
C 4 
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ces.Ofrhis {ort are theſe, to aſlemblero geither 


in the Church thys hower or that howre this . 


dayc oc that daye,to vic inthe adminiſtration of 
the. Sacramenres this kynde of prayer or that 
kynd,the ſeuerall tymes 1n the yerc ro celebrare 
the ſupper of the Lord, bur ones or oftenar. 

Thele thynges thatare vtrarly to be remoued 
from the church,are of two ſortes,ſome haue (o 
manifeſt impictic anacxed to them,that they ca- 
notdiſceyucthole thar arc but mcanelye inſtru- 
cd in gods worde as are worthipping of Ima- 
ges, worſhipping of breade and wync , propha- 
nacio of rhe Lordes Supper,through the Maſle, 
praying to Sainctes,prayng for the dead,and in- 
finit ſuch other moſters, which Antechriſt hath 
broughrtinto the church of Chriſt,there ar other 
thynges brought in by the ſame Antechriſt , 
whych are much contrarye to chriſtian jibe'tye 
obſcure Chriſt,encreale hypocriiie and bringe in 
pryde,and-{w cilyng into the church , aud yer in 
the meane whyle hauc a certainc ſhew of profit 
& comlines,ot this fort arethe apointed faſting 
days,choiſe of meates , muche fingynge in the 
church and inch as is nor vaderſtandcd , organe 
playint, and vic of church apparell,in admini- 
ſtracion of the Sacramentes. 

Now what great incommodities and hurt 
haue crept.into the church by meanes of euerye 
one of thele, and yer mayc more crepe 1n,cxcept 
they be remouned I cannot art this preſent parti- 
cularlyc declare.I hauc here onely to cntreat of 
the vic of apparel, and to ſhew cauſe whie by 
no Meancs,1t ought any logar to be borne with 
ot 


Te Tens contcief- ,- 


of a godlye Magiſtrate in a reformed church o 
Chriſt, allchough many deuiſes mucnted by 
wymriC heddes may be alleged, for ſome deffence 
thereof, bur we regard not wytric heades,but the 
Teſtimony of gods wyll. 
Firſt of ali I conclude thatcucn theſe oarmen- Math.ts, 

res are vttarlye to be reinoued from the church 

as a deuile of man by that oround and reaſon 
whych Chriſt and the Propheres and Apoſtles Colo.z., 
vicin excluding or thruſting forth ofthe church 


Li.6.de in» 
as a pernicious thyt 1ge,all mens doQtrines tradi- | 


tions or deuiles. Po! ;dore virgil, be aceth w yrncs ON 
thercof,it is a manner taken from che Hebrews 
that preiſtly apparell wyth coucing of Altars, 
wyth other thinges neceſlaric for the vic of the 
Temple,ſhou'd be conſecrated,anid rhe garme- 
tes appoyncted ouarto the Preiſtes ,and "others 
wythin orders,who {hou'd pur them 0n when 
they occupied rhem (clues abour holic thynges, 
whych Pope Stcuen the fyrit dyd firſt apointt 
ſhould be done,amonglt oure Chirch mea : for 
he ſayth , that in the b<gynning whan religion 
beganeto ſpring, Preiſtes were wontto put no- 
thing more vppon them, when they went to de- 
uine [eruice ftanding raither rodecke them ſel- 
ues inwardlye wyth verteus of the mind, and to 

caſt awaye aft. tions and vices of the bodye, 
then to take on rhem new attire. N ow thus rea- 
{on I,and gather. Yt rhey changed not theyr gar- 
ment or apparel] whan they went to oods ſerui- 
ce,then they vicd none for theiun that were ad- 
mittedinto the Mymiſterie of the goſpell. 

Paule and Barnabas were contented wyth 


laying on handes, Faſting and prayer ,'Paul dilte 
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gentlye preſcribing to Timothic, and Titus all 
the offices of A Biſhop , makith no mention of 
peculiar garmentes and other ceremonies . and 
that the vic of apparcll did not by and by goe 
ouecr all Churchis, iris cuident enough by the 
decre of Celeſtine the fyrſt Byſhop of Rome: 
whoſe wordes are theſe againſt ſuch peculiar 
veſture of Biſhopes.We are ro be diſcerned(ſaith 
he) fromthe common people or other, in docri- 
ne not apparell, in. conucrlation not 1n habit, in 
puritic of mind not in attire: For yt we begine to 
gcue our ſelues to noueclties, wee ſhall contemne 
and caſt awaye the order that the Fathers haue 
deliuered,and lefte vs and ſhall make a place for 
ſuperfluous ſuperſticions: wee mult not therfore 
drawe the ſimple mindes of the faithfull ro ſuch 
thinges,for they muſt rayther be inſtructed,then 
begiled , and mocked, neither muſt we deceiue 
theire bodylic eyes, but poure 1n preceptes into 
theire mindes. Thus far he, yet can we notde- 
nye,butas men bend,and inclyne to ſuperſticion 
ofthem ſelues : ſo ſome kynde of garmentes al- 
though verye ſimple and plaine had crepte into 
many Churchis beforethis mans dayes. For Syl- 
ueſter no doubt gaue the occafion . Bur Carolus 
(called the great ) finiſhed the martter as ſtories 
beare wittnes . Now it 15 made manifeſt that the 
vic of peculiar apparell in the church or eccleſia- 
ſticallperſones, 1s a mere deuiſe and inuention 
of men,and therfore t5 be reieed four this cauſe 
if there were no more. 

They which wolde kepe thuſe of this appa- 
rell in the Church as athinge inſticured of God, 
refer the ſame to Aatons preyſthoode , but they 
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lirle for ſee what they ſay. For we knowe bythe 
ſcriprures,that Chriſt is nor a Prieſt after the or- 
der of Aaron,bur of Melchiſedech, & that Aar6s 
niſthood was extinguiſhed , and toke ende in 
Chriſte with all the parts therof , among the 
which we recken alſo the apparell. Therfore 
Chriſt the verie wildome of the father vied no 
new,or peculiar kynd of apparellin holie mini- 
ſterye,neyrther appoinctcd any other to be vſcd. 
For thatthe figurariue prieſthod as a ſhadowe 
was perhted , aad ended in Chriſt the one and 
onelye Pricſt. All they therfore thar call agayne 
Aarons apparell into the Chirch,diſhonor Chri- 
ſtes prieſthod,as though beynge the lyghr icſelf, 
he nedid ſhadowes, neither wyll that excuſe "hy 
ue,ro ſay that all Aarons prieſthod is not called 
into vſeagayne , bur ſome parte therof onelye: 
bur he that receyuith a parte,doerh nor reieAtrhe 
wholle.Bur all Aarons priclthode being a figure 
and ſhadowe is no doubt to be reie&ted,for that 
itis abrogarted,and as many as do rc tore againe 
thole thynges that the auctoryric of gods worde 
hathe deſtroyed and abrogatcd,are cranſoreſſers 
of gods lawe.Paule therfore well re achith , that 
the bond mayde 1s to be caſt forth & hir Sonne, 
flingnitiyng thar all the bondage of the lawe 1s 
r0 be reietted , after the lyg! ar of the goſpell 1s 
ſpronge torth a nd riſen,and he wyilith vs not to 
ſuffer our ſelues ro be remouecd from our liber- 
rycin Chriſt,now 1t15 to playnethat the dodrie 
ne and commaandementes of wharſocuer kynd 
of apparcll peculiar,in gods mynilterye is a tra(l- 
raw of gods lawes:For becauſe Aar6s prieſt. 


O 
ode is called in to vic agayne. 


If any man by occaſion of the firſt argument 

deny that the garmentes are a portion of Aarons 
prieſthoode,and ſay that they were by a certaine 
libertye brought in ofthe Byſhopes ot Rome,to 
adorne and ſet forth pricſtlye ordar,yet faith he 
not enough why they may be lawtuily retained, 
we knowethat the Pope of Rome 1s very Ante- 
chriſte him ſelfe, wherfore his prieſthode allo is 
Antichriſtian , wherby Chriſtes prieſthod who- 
lie 1s foyled and vtterhe troden vndar fote. Bur 
foraſmuch as rhe chicfeſt part of the pricſthod 
of the Pope conliſtith in Ceremonies, Anoin- 
ting ſhauing, Miters,and garmeres,tor with owt 
theſe they accoumpt no man Bythoppe.and they 
coumprt hym Byſhop whatſqcuar he be other- 
wyle, that is ſet oute with theſe thinges, yt fol- 
lowith thatyf we condemne the popith prieſt- 
hod, for that it is Antchriſtian , wee ought to 
auoid all the partes and notes therof allo. For 
how can A godlie and Chriſtian hart, loue the 
marke of the blaſphemus popith prielthode? 

W here with Chriſtes priſthood 15s ſo great- 
lie contaminate and defiled. he therfore that ha- 
reth Antechriſt priſthod mult hate alſo all the 
notes and markes therot. Againe he that loueth 
partes thereof can not hate the whole. 

Morcouaryt we know e that the Popes prieſt- 
hood , with all the notes and fignes therof be 
Antechriſtes pricſthod.and eueric worke of An- 
rechriſt be Satans worke,we mult not promote 
and helpe it forward,but ouerthrow & deſtroy 
it,if ſo be wee wylbe workers togerher wyrh 
Chriſt, who came to deſtroy the workes of the 
Duucll,as the ſcriptures beare record. , 
An 
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And let ys not thynke thar it is law fell for 
anye man to inſtitute, reduce or kepe 1n vſe by 
his autonntie theſe garmentes,for all power is 
given to edifice & not to deftroy,(as Paule ſayth) 
who in the ſame place ſaith, ve can do nothing 
agaynſt the truth, bur forthe truth. And edefiyng 
15 r0 build the tayrntull yppon Chr ſt in fayrh, 
hope charytie, and innocEcie of lyffe,cotendyng 
alwayes to more pertetion : but the garmentes 
promote or helpe forth none of theſe thynges: 
but rayther obſcure Chriſtes face,bryng in a cer- 
tayne agrement wyth Antechriſtes priſthod,or 
raythera backeſliding to the ſhadowes of Aaro 
from the bodye of Chriſt. 

Thetruth 1s it tor the whych Apoſtolike men 
and chriſtian Magjiftiates ought to rrauell, and 
Chriſt is content wyth the ordinaunce whych 
he him felt hath lefr,neyther doch he any longar 
require hadowes: w herfore they muſt and wyll 
Izbore tor it,not againſt it, by reuokynge thoſe 
thynges whych Chriſt hath deltroycd and abo- 
liſhed. 

Futthermore Paule ſmplic admirttith no- 
thing into the Church but that which may cde- 
fie, (that is to ſay)encreaſe godlines peculiar gar- 
mentes in the miniſteric edifice not, therfore are 
they not to be born®.thoſe thinges that miniſter 
a certaine coumtettait, or fantaſtica!ll occaſion to 
godlines,do not by and by cdefie:but they muſt 
nedes g1UC Chriſtians a neccflaric Prouocation 
vnto godlines . Bur garmentes contraric wyſe 
partlie ericreale hautines,and pride in rhem, that 
vic them:rartlic hypocrite : partlye both twain: 
And to minilter occation to hypocrilte ,1t 1s Ye- 


rye readic forthem,yea it muſt nedes be. For yf 
that vertew be in thee, which rhow imagineſt ro 
be ſignified by the apparel , why by ſhcwing of 
it docſt thou take the reward of men?bur y fit be 
not,art not thow a plaine Hypocrite? beinge in- 
deed an other maner of man then thow preten= 
dcſt to bee ? And thow canfte not eſcape by lay- 
eng theſe priuat garmentes {ignifie no vertew 1n 
VS, "but a admoniſh vS aSit were of our dutie and 
office. what then 1 pray yow admoniſhed the 
Apoſtles of their dutie and office ? attire or the 
ſpirit of the Lord ? the loue of the Chirch and 

Chlriſt:doc they then forget their durie, as often 
as they purtheſe garmentes of ? why rather me- 
ditat2 thcy not inthe word of the Lord day and 
night, and therby mcnd their -wayecs , for that it 
pearceth the ground of the hart? when apparell, 
Can moue onely ce the ow tward mai. W hat thing 
dothe Chriſt rhree ſcucrall times require of Pe- 
tcr,to be admon uthe d of his office, in feading his 
ſhceppe: {uarly not! 2yng burloue. 

Againe it isto be feared leſt it brede an opi- 
nion of mcrite.or ſome ſuch other ſollye, that the 
digniitc Of tthe Minilter or Sacramentes,or prea- 
chinge the word 15 d1m1niſhed, valcfle theſe vn- 
profitable,and pernicious garmeres be vſed. this 
feare of mans mcrite alone ſhou!d moue vs that 
veſtimentes oughtto be thutr out of the Temple 
with other ceremonies deuiſcd | by men. It is vn- 

godly to giuc {uch occation of oftence,or falling 
to the weake for whom Chriſt dyed. Haw calic 
A Matter it 1Sto put contzdence in theſe thynges, 
expcricce hath taught vs fo,thathe that wayeth 
thelc thinges,and hath no conſideration therof, 
may 
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way ſeme not to be free from the ſuſpicion of 
vngodlines,neither can they excule them ſelues, 
thatitis known to all men,thar there lyerth no 
go0d,not hurt,in the garmentes,for _ We 
graunt this,this knowledge was in theſe dayes, 
whe they were firſt broughtin of the Byſhops: 
weareborne,not for our {clues onelyc,but wee 
ſeruethe Chirch,and our poſteritic alſo:to who 
to leaue Chriſtes religion veric pure,can not but 
be verie acceptable ynto god. No more whan he 
dycth , wyllynglic leauith his children a Teſta- 
ment or wyll, vnleſſe it be throughlie perteQ, 
that all occaſion of ſtrive maye be cut of. why 
ſhew wenotlyke diligence,and fidelitic in gods 
Teſtament? 

I know that ſome men bragg that the holie 
miniſterie is adorned and bewtyhed bye garmE- 
tes,bur it 15 indede much obſcured and darckned 
therbye.For the apparell afteting and occupicg 
mennes e1es,do ſtay and hynder theyr myndes 
from the conſideration of ſuch ſpirituall rhyn- 
ces as are don in the ſacrametes,and drawe thE 
to delyghtes and pleaſures of the Senſes. Holy 
ſfimplicutye commenderh and ſetteth forth gods 
ordenaunces. Examples make of our (ide , both 
of Chriſt,and the Apoſtles,and alſo the primitt- 
uc Church : which, it 1s more ſafe, more holye, 
and more profitable to follow, thento alter and 
chaunge,or byedoing otherwiſe ro condempne 
chriſt. Here farther add I that which Paule hath 
noted of mennes dodtines,that outwardly,they 
have a ſpice and ſhew of wy{dome through ſu- 
perſticion,and hnmblenes of the mind, and hur- 


tinge of the bodic,and not by any honor thereof Colle.z. 
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tothe ſatiſfieng « or filling of the fleſhe. Arthe 
length tyratinic is brought in ,and the garment 
1s put vppon men,will they nill they. And this ty- 
Tannie ſuerly makith that if a thinge be of his 
own nature free 2nd indiffterct, jt nowe ceaſeth 
ro be indiffercnt . Paulle in flat and plaine wor- 
des forbiddeth Chriſtians to ſubmit them {clues 
tro ſuche ſuperſtitious tyrannie. If therefore ye be 
dead from the ordenaunces of the wo 1de &c. 
and againe become not the ſeruantes of men; 1s 
it not i veric hard bondage, and mere auerye, 
to be driuen to a certaine kind of garment inthe 
Church that ſauorcth ether gcntilitye, or heath- 
niſhnes.or m_ prieſthode, or cls Antechrit 
ſtianiſme and poperie that is ſo many wayes hur- 
full and no way profitable? 


But what maketh vs,to delyght fo to defyle 
our ({elues with popiſh GChhincs 3 whic oeue we - 


not that honor to. Teſus Chriſts pricſthode? 
which popiſh Piieſtes gine to Antechriſtes prie(t 
hodec?T hcre is nothing fo {mall or I1ighr by bym 
preſcribed , although | it diſſent or varie from 
Chriſt , which his obſerne not verye ſuperſti- 
riouſly and preciſely to the vttermoit. Whye do 
not we agayne lykewiſc in all thynges obey 
Chriſt,contenting our (clues with his naked and 
{imple trueth? 

To conclude,ſeing that Pauleiudgeth it mete 
to abſtaine fr6 all ſhew and apcraunce of cuill, 


.and we haue ſhewed thatto preſcribe « TArmen- 


tes inthe ad miniſtracion of holyc thynges IS in 
dede emil:for that it is a deuyle of men, they be 
Partes or members of the Aaronicall or popyſh 


pricſthode;rthey cdific nothing at all,they brede 
hau- 


hautines and pride, hipocrifie , and opinion of 
meritor deſcruynge , what chriſtian is he thar 
wyll not judge themmete to be eſchewed and 
ſhounnid? 


There areobiefted ſomme thinges of the fawtors and 
patrons of theſe garmentes, vvhich it shall ſuffice breiflie 
and in fevy vvordes to note and touch,for that they ower- 
throvye not owr res ſones before Allegdged, 


N indifferent thynges we muſt haue regard Firf obie# 


; Sik the weakenes of our bretherne , afier the 
cxample of the Apoſtles. 


A man may deny thoſe thinges to be indiffe.. Aun{oere 


rent, which obſcure Chriſtes'priſthode, and of 
them ſelues eng&dre,ſtire vp,and cauſe nothing 
els but hipocrih, {ectes,and pride,in the Chirch, 
hauing no originall or ground in the ſcriptures 
and yer are commaunded wich tyrannie vaſe- 
melie for Chriſtiancs .. The Apoſtles are ncuar 
readde to hauc done fuch thynges as theſe are, 
that we falſelye pretend not, or v vainelye cloke 
our ſelues with the godlye induſtrie of the Apo- 
ſtlesro plant the Church of Chriſt. Againe ſeing 
that they them ſelues rhinke mere ro haue ret- 
peltto the weak herin , whye graunt they nor 
free vic hereof to the ſtronge and thoſe that are 
ſtayed ? And when (hall the weake more berter 
learnethat thoſe thinges are vaine, foolyth and 
hucrfull: r hen when they ſce them abrogated? 
How can the {imple and 1gnoraunt thinke orher 
wiſc with them (clues, then that ſome godlines 
coliltith icythole thinges that yer remaine,when 
chey {ee ſo manye other thynges whych were 


. 
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Second ob- - 


tection. 


vcd in times paſt done awaye : wherefore 
weaknes is not releucd & holpen, but hindered 
and hurtyt garmentes and ſuch lyke ceremonies 
be retayned and kepre, becauſe they be kepte in 
the opinion of the mynde,and by them mE mea- 
ſure the dignitic and worthynes of the Sacra- 
mentes. 

Agayne,they obied the Magiſtrates law and 
decree in retanynge garmetes.But I knowe our 
Magiſtrat's godlines, wyſedome and forward- 
nes to be ſuch,that when he ſhall depelye waye, 
and well cofidar rhe daunger and incoucnyence 
of thele ceremonyes,he wyll reioyce that there 
be ſome thar defire to runne before in the law of 
the Lord,and to prepare and make the waye ra- 
dyc for other , that he maye reuoke and brynye 
all thynges co the finceritye and perftetio ofike 
Apoſtles ordre.they know that power and au- 
Aoritye 1s giuen them in the Church to edifica» 
tion,not todeſtruction,to ſtand on the tiuthes 
fidero defend it, not to oppreſle it. Seing this 
godlynes in our Magiſtrate 1s knowne to be 
willyng and readye,I wotnot wheathet he can 
be blameles , whatſocuar he bethat wyll vadar 
cloke of his defence,tiranniouſlye defend mens 
traditiones,or thruſt them on other men againſt 
their wylls,contraric to the Lordes commaun- 
demEt.Burt thole thinges comonlye delyght and 
pleaſe much bertar , which wee our {ziues haue 
choſen,then thoſe whych gods lawes preſcribe. 
Neyther againe have we here to feare any tu- 
mulr,if mens precepres & rules efpeciallye being 
ſuperſtitious be remoued onr of the chirch, wher 
bye we kyndle and prougke the wrath of God. 
Bur 


my wW3® hou TY 


Bur rayther the nerar we ſhall come to Chryſtes 
inſtitution and orders,and the farthar wee ſhall 
departe or go frome Antechryſtes inſtitutions 
and orders,the more quiet peace and reſt of the 
Recalme haue we to loke tor, 

Thar policie and wyſdom of mans reaſon 
(which ſcketh and promileth it ſelfe peace by 
valawfu}ll meanes) 15 ficle fliperie and deceprfuli. 
Saul ſckynge gods fauor by the facrifices of the 
Amalachites whych were torbidden , caſt away 
hym ſelfe vnaduiſediye. Ther is one way and 
meanes ta attayne ſaſtic agd health by. Yf we al- 
rogether tourne to repentaunce,beleue the goſ- 
ſpcll,walke in innoccncic of lyte,and retaine no- 
thynge into the church , which eyrher hath nor 
the exprefle word of god for it,or els drawe and 
take thence as out of a fountaine, his infallable 
and ſure grownd of beginynge. And then that 
trew Paſtors ,and ſuch as be payntull and dili- 
gent in teachyng, be placed and fer ouer chur- 
ches,dome , and cnill Shepcherdes being cxclu- 
ded,andrthruſt torth:(o ſhall the Kynge and hys 
people florriſhe according to the promiſes of 
God,otten repetcd in the Propheres, 


Bullengerus Decade quints 
ſermone nono. 


T is open'y knowen,that our Lord in his firſt 

I ſupper, and thatthe Apoſtles allointhe cele- 

bratio of the ſupper, vſed A common and honeſt 

garment,therefore hitis not contrarie to the firſt 

inſtitution:yfthe Miniſter goto the Lordes ta- 

ble arayed with his owne garment , lo that it bg 
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comly and honeſt. Sucrlye they that are commn- 
nicantes vic no other garmentes,then their com- 
mon garmentes:here had men nede to take hede 
that (uperſticion creape not 1nzit ſcemerhkt that the 
old Fathers vicd Acloke or an ouermolt garmEr 
aboue their common garment . But they did not 
that by any example they had of Chriſt or hys 
Apoltles, but afterthe tradition of man. Atthe 
tength chys ſtufferhat we fee ar this ryme, was 
gathered] by follow 1 ing of rhe Sacerdotall aparell 
of the old lawe,and was caſt vpp6 the Miniſters 
that wolde minilterthe communion , And Inno- 
centivus the third of that name doth not conceale 
that , Burt we hauelearned a great whylc a Joe, 
thar the Icuiticall rites and ceremonies are not 
onelye abrogated, Butthat they ought not to be 
brought againc into the Church | by any man. 
Therfo! re when as we lyuc inthe ly oht of the 
Golpell and not mn th eshadovy ofthe lavve ,by 200d 
right vve caſt avvay ihat Maſſely, and leuiticall apparel, 


Builenzerus m the v1.Chapter of the 
beginning of Errors. 


He Fathers of old time, had vſed a playne 

garmcert,and nor greatly coſtly,w hich they 
vicdin cclc bratino eftrrntmrancs and otic 
vods ſcruice, for thc molt part they were couec- 
red with an + /66ngs+ rarment : whiles the Mi- 
miſter went abour ro {crue-the Chirch at the ra- 
ble of the I ord . For of olde time the Prieſt was 
coucred with that garment ., which ſeemed to 
eucry countric moſt honeſt , whnlcſt he did con- 
fecrate and deuide the bodie and blood of the 


Lordc, 


Lorde . But the ſtuffe thatis viced now adayes, 
was fet from tic lew1ſh pricſthode, as Rabanus 
15 the witnes , which in the firſt booke of his in- 
{ſt:irutions and the x11i1. ch; apter, and inthole that 
tollowec docth di! 1gent!y 7 Aur eng how that thys 
attire 1n ali poinCtcs is like vmo the apparel] of 
Aaron . And Innocentius the Pope ( tor this attyre 
Vtterlic vyvomanizhe andlyke vute maides playes,) was 
ſo bold as openly ro pronounce and vive ſenten- 
ce.that not all the cuſtomes of the awe are not 
aboliſhed or pur downe. And theſe doth he 
wright 1n the 11.booke and n1. chapter, of the 
milticall ſacrament of the Altare. 


Mmuſculus vppon the ſecond Chapter of the Eprſictl 
of Sarnct Pauletothe Epheſtanes. 


N this our agc,there ar ſome that carneſtiye 

go about, that'the partes that are at debate 
ſholde bc brought vuto vnitie, bur they crre in 
that wheras they goe aboute to ſeke tt not in Chriſt 
whych makerh, them one that ar at debate. Bur 
thinke not thar vaitic may be gotren atcer this 
manner;that we ſhould go back ouer vnto the, 
and returne,and be made Papiltes agayne,bur by 
this way trew vnitie can not be gotten , whyche 
can not confſt but in him that 1k al of botb One. 


The ſame Muſculns vpon the ſerand Chapter of the ſes 
cond epiſtell of Saint Paule ts the Cormlians. 


S it not the office of a Shepherd,to brynge 
home agayne into the way ſhepe that ſtray 


abrode,wherher they will or no, leſt rhey thould 
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tual mat- 
fers 15, 


petiſhe?I anſwerthat we donottwitch or ſpeak 
agaynſte the lawfull office of rrew Paſltores, 
whole office is to bringe agayne into the way, 
bur againſt lordſhippe whych firſt Chriſt , him 
ſelfe ſpake againſt & reproucd:the 22.0t Luke. 
And aberward the Apoſtell Peter inthe x. chapi- 
ter of his former epiltell,and god him ſelfc in the 
old teſtament reproucd in falle Shepherdes 
whyche playd the Lordzs , to cruelly ouer his 
Nlocke. A trew Shepherd ſeketh his ſhep2 thar 
ſtrayeth away,when he hath found it, he layth 
itvppon his ſhoulders lcalt ir ſhuld periſhe. But 
a falſe Shepherd kyllech and deſtroyeth : ſo our 
Lordes of chirches do not inſtruct and teache thoſe 
that they iudge to erre in the Chirche , becauſe 
they can not \ Aa ber, ſe they care not , bur wyrh 
commaundement conltreyne them to deny rhe 
rruthe rhat wyth theyr violence they may bryng 
to paſle what they wyll and wythtormentes c6- 
pell them to recant and cruelly kyll them that 
wyll not. Is not this ro be Lordes ouer oute 
fayth in the Churche of Chriſte? For vvhat other 
thynge is it to play the Lordes then not by he lavy , and 


ew Lord lavyſull povver,uot fortheprofit of the Subieftes,to come. 
ship inſpiri mandthoſethinges that ar rygbt and lavvfull but cu6 


attheyr commandement , for theyr owne luſt 
and pleaſure, to excrciſe lordſhippe ouer theyr 
Subicctes,and to ſhew the preminence of oye 
ſuperioritie to a point whatſocuer they lyſt , 

be belcued,and done,and that with high Tas av 
and great pride and wyth crucll threaninges ,to 
exhortin all thynges obeydience of all men euE 
moſt ſeruile and fulleſt of flauerye, and require 
the ſame to be performed againſt the colciences 
oft 


ches be free from this kynd of lord(hippe ler th 
reſtore the free colcicnces of faithfull m6 againe 

from the yoke of mans aucoritie and let them 

abyde in the chrilten liberrye w herby they are 

not the bond men of mE,bur his,of whom they 

uu bought agayne with a greate Price Or ran- 
om 


Muſculus ypon the xxy.chapiter of Saint Mathevy. 


E ſee here how men (ho'd obey Magi- 

ſtrates, and what difference they oughr 

ro put betwene God and the Emperor 
for all though he be the officer of God, there is 
one thinge that i 1s dew vnto him, and an other 
that 1s dew vato G O D: Therfore weartaught 
here ij. rhinges. The firſt is , that the ſeruantes of 
God not only may,bur ought ro obey the Magji- 
{trate.the Apoſtles did teach'this Roma. 13: and, 
1.Pet. 3. The fecond thinge 1s , that there is one 
thinge dew to the Empetor and an orher dew 
ro Go: d. Ir that erthlye u devv to the Emperor , and it 
that belonseth wnto relyrion ts devy vnto God. lIn erth 
ly thinges we haue the Image of the Emperor in 
Acoyne,w hich teacherh what we owe vnto the 
Emperor. Againe,weberc in our {oule by rhe ſea- 
linge of Chriſt 2nd his hole ſpirit beinge ſigned 
Or coyned through baptiſme and haue therebye 
the inſcription of the name of Chriſt whereby 
wearetaught what we owe vnto God. God for- 
biddeth nor vs to give ynto the Emperor 1t chae 
1s dew vnto him. The wer? it not great wicked- 
nes and yngodlines yf that the Emperor wol-l 
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of the faithfull people. If the Lordes of the Chir. ' 


V Yhatde 
to God, 
wh, ir 10 
Princes. 


not ſuffer it that isdew vnto God to be giuen 
vato him but will take it ynto his owne lelte? 


Muſculus in hu comune places in the 
C hapter 0 f. Maz! ſtratcs. 


bs Y conſideryng of theſe thinges it appereth 
e ciuill lainlie.. altl ht] od . 

plainlie., alrhough the care and chardge of 
agiftrat : os X fe 
no no- chriſten religion belonge vnto Chriſtien, Magi- 
bing wit»- ſtrates , yet for all that , it belongeth not ynto them 


out the yithoutthe word of God to ordet1.c any thinge, 
ord 6 


od, Muſculus in hu comune places inthetitle of 


. the Myniſters of i he word, 


T is therfore out of all doubt, that it was or- 

] deined by the Apoſtles in the firlt and apoſto- 
lick Church that - 6 elders of the Chutch,Fpiſio- 
owntes, (thatis to ſay, they that haue the chardge 

of the Lordes flocke) ſhold exercile the miniſte- 
ry of teaching and gouerning by their comune 
labor,and that they thold be as a man wolde ſay, 
akephaloi (that isto ſay ſubict ro no hed and 
Preſident) of which fort cuen at this time ſome 
Miniſters of the word ar found in ſome Chir- 
ches ,cmongeſt whome none 1s found ſuperior 
or hygher then ar other in office ; andin power: 
although one be more excelent then an other, in 
learninye,inthe gittc of eloquence, or wifedom. 
Buratter the times of the Apoſtelles ( 2s Saint 
lerom ſaith) when there roſe emongeſt the el- 
ders of the chirch diflcntiones and ſchilmes or 
ſees and as I do iudge when as that tempta- 
tion of {uperiorimc or ab auctoritic cutred 

znto 


av 


into the mindes of the elders : Shepherdes and 
Teachers litle by litle, ſome oneof the number 
of the elders began to be choſen , which was 
made preſident abouc the reſt and he bernge fer 
in a higherdegree was named a Biſhoppe, and 
{o he alone roke that name vnto him, which be- 
fore,other had comune with him. Bur w heather 
that cowncell did profit the Church of Chriſt 

or no,that {uch B eee ſhold be made,w hich 
rather by the A thE by the trueth of gods 
ordinance,ſhould be brought inand beof Urea- 
ter auctoritic then Elders:1t was better de dared 
in times tolowinge, then it was firhence when 
the cuſtome at the fyrſt vy4s breweht in , for wee may 
blame that cuſtome , for all the hyzh pride,ritches, tyran- 
nie,and corruption of all Chirdbes 6 f Chrift;wwhich theſe 
princely and k nightlie Bushoppes haue and do novv ex<- 
erciſe.. W hich thynge if Teremie had ſene,dowbtles be 
vvold have k novvledged this councell to haue bene ,not 
of the holy ghoſt,to take avyay diwi fron as WAsS PLICc- 
tended,bur Sathans councell,ro deſtroy and ro 
walte the old Miniſters of feading of Chriſtes 
flocke,w hercby it might be allo brought to palle 
that the Chirch ſholde not haue rtrew Paſtors, 

Docters,Elders , and Biſhoppes , bur vndernerh 
the viſers of thoſe names,idle bellies, & myghrie 
Princes, whych not onelyc wyll not p: each the 
ſclues , md feade the people of the Lord wyth 
holſom dodtrine , but wyll nor ſuffer the flocke 
to be fed by any other,why ch thynge they do by 
Oreat violcncc. s 


Howes Re 
hops re/e 
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B. that 
wold be 
woth proud 
| lords and 
bumble. 
Apolie, 


Some men 
mark , and 
ſome trie 
the Lorship, 
what 14 is. 


Muſculus alſo in the ſame place vpon the ſame mat» 
ter intreatinge of the poyver of Myniſters, 


His matter hath bene wonderfullie tofſed 
with a continuall contEtion through them 
which hath more alpired tor preeminence , and 
aped forthe ſupreme power, then haue gon a- 
6.9 the lawfull exercifinge of the miniſterie, 
for they deſired rather to be Lordes inthe chirch 
then to ſeruc it. And atthis preſent rime,the moſt 
part of them w hich caſtinge away the tyrannie 
of the Byſhoppe of Rome, will ſeme to haue 
brought the Chirches ageine into the libertie 
which was purchaſſed þy Chriſt, ar aflaulted 
with this temptation. Theſe, beinge otherwayes 
good men, and exercilinge fairhfully and dili- 
gently the office of reachinge : ſuppoſe that by this 
meanes they :hall profit the Churches , if they deliver the 
Miniſtry of the wyord from contempt and deſpicinre 
(which hit ſuffereth now in all places) and vvolde 
reſtore1t to theold honor againe . But on the ether ſide, 
there «r other not cuell men, bur alſo well learned 
and workers inthe word of God, that ſtand vp 
againſt theſe , beinge afraid leaſt through ths 
{tudie and ze ks of theſe men , not beinge ſufh- 
cicntlie circumſpect, and ware, the doorcſhold 
be opened by litle and litle to 'brynge into the 
Chitrch againe the olde Lordſhippe(thart is) leaſt 
they by their aucthoritic which they haue of the 
Miniſterie ofthe word might open the way to 
falſe & vnfaithfull Miniſters to abuſe the power 
that is defended and brought in againe by them 
to the contrarie. And they tuppoſe that this feare 
15 not 10 yaync,w hille they conſideringe the be- 
ginning 
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ginninge of the popiſh Lordſhippe, call ro remE.. 
rance vnder how bewteousa pretence, and by 
the zcalc of oreat and holy men , by an; d by after | 
therime of the Apoſtclies ir was brought into | 
the Chirches . anda (ile afier be ſuth . It 15 $plain! Y | 
to be oranted atthe beginning thar lome power 
was guen vnto the miniſtery otrhe word and 
ro the diſpEfation of the myſteris of God which 
1s profitable and migarie to edification, yea and 
neceſlaric for our [aluation, which 1s theough 
Chriſte,and that is ment by the way of a fimili- 
tudeof Chriſt him (e|f: when as in the xxiiij . of 
Mathew he ſaithe whothinkeſt thow is a faith- 
full ſeruant and a wile . Whom rhe Lords hathe 
made Ruler ouer his houtholde to give them 
meatein time ? he meancth that he wolde viuc 
vnto his Diſciples fuch power ouer his Chirch 
as they haue ro w home the whole houſho de is 
committed of the good man of the how le, that | 
they ſhold giue the ſufficient mear. & M arke [3 
Euen as a man thar goth into a far countrey 
leaueth his Howe and hath oiuen power vnto 
his ſernantes and hath apoinCted eucry man his 
officeand hath giuen chardge vnto rhe Porter 
thathe ſhold w -atche. W atch ye therefore, &c, 
Doubtles he ſpakertheſe thinges vato his Dilci- vvheather 
ples, to ſhew whar ſholde be their condition, in »4##9% £6 
tac Howle of God , after that he had departed from Js 19 9 
them to Heauen 16 Driadcet 
Andalitle after amongelt 3.powers there is only,or only 
onc< ther is called poreltas 1uris,that is the power #9 the Di- 
of ryght, whereby a man hath lord({hippe ouer five, 
his owne ſubſtance,whych is nor ſubic vnto' ;p,jr ſaceeſ 
an other mans ryght:This power of ryght 15 gi-' ſort 6 #6, 
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nen of God the Father vnto his ſonne Chriſt, 
| | forhe ſaythall power is giuen vnto mein Hea- 
8 Peri. cn andin Earth. Petertaketh away this povver 
heth away frem the Mimſters of Chriſt vyhen he ſayrthe,exerci- 
«ll dominis ſ\nge lordſhippe 1.Per.5.and the Apoſtell Paule 
and tord- refuſeth it,ſaing we ar no Lordes of yowre faith 
pe} Hof and he exhortcth faithfu 1 men thar they ſubmir 
the Church, not them-ſelues vnto them which wyll exerciſe 
therfore ke lordſhippe oucr them, when he ſayth be ye nor 
gr#teth no- made the ſeruantes,or bondmen,of men, wher- 
_— fore they that chalcnge vnto them lelues this 
wejther to. POWCr in the howſe of God for that end that 
any B of they ſhall nor beſcruantes of Chrift but Lordes 
Þis makity. of the Chutch, ar eniuryous and do wrong tothe 
| = L mateſtteof Chriſte and alſo to the libertte of the Church. 
the maicſlie AS many as do this vtterly perteyne vnto the 
of Chrift K.ingdome of Antcclr15te,v1 hich occupienge the place of 
«nd to the Chriſt in the Church and chalenging all bis aufthoiytie 
_ not onely for this cauſe that he 1s contrarie to 
who pwrncy- Chriſte but alſo for that he thruſt him {clfe into 
wc wato the the Church in {tcde of Chriſte is 1uſtly called 
kingdome Antechriſt that is the aduerſari-: and alſo the vy- 
of Ante= car of Chriſt for cuen as he is called Antiſtrate- 
wy. o0s not only that is againſt the chete Capitaine 
but he alſo that thruſt him ſelf: by vſurpation 
vnto the ſouldiecs to be theyr chete Capitayne 
and bragoeth of his office. 
= tae Rodolphus ypon the 2:2.Chapiterof 
to ſaluacion Ma: ke. 
fo faith the 


the counter- a © ; 
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6+ authors Here is no ſtr6ger or greater hynderaunce 


Ticof falſe. - vnto'faluatis,andto fayth,then is the coun- 
Prelgtes, tettait aufthorntc of falſe Prelates,contirmed by 
the 


the preſcriptis of long time, for by the rewerence 
that men haue vato them hir is brought to paſſe, 
that mea dare not depart from chem,cucn for Loug tune 

the errors that all men ſpic in them, becauſe that © #*emane 
the commune people dothe knowe , that ſo ma- CI þ 6 

nye huncred Years, cmecngeſt all men,of euery word is the 
order and place, haue had them in ſuch honor, bewraer of 


aud (o greatlic regarded, | then, 
A litle after in the ſame Chapter, 


He Papiſtes do ſaye that they are not raſhlie 

| ro be prouoked to angre whych are dcten- _—_—_—_ 
ded by the publique aucthoritie of Kynges, gy, of the 

whole angre to ſtyrre vp againſt any man 1s very publicke 

icopardous,bur I anſwere that ſuch men ought be«tth of 


not to be afrayde of any percls whom God hath are wn 


| 


| 


| 


appoincted for to be Kepers and Defenders of frarc kinges 


the publique hea'th or ſaluation. And we do 
knowe that the falic Propheres haue cucr had 

thys good Lucke, that rhey haue had Kynges 

and Princes to be theyr Defendors and prote- 
Qors.And yet for all that,neyther the Prophetes, Falſe Pro- 
nor the Apoſtles gauv any place vnto them , be- phetes are 
cauſe the commaundement of God droue them **47 efene 
- mages . deditrevy 
vnto this,thatthey thold with icopardye of their ,,,1..., 
lyues ſtoughtly borh wyrhſtand rhem,and theyr but ſyldom. 
Patrones, or D-fendors. And theſe wordes of 

God which he {pake vnto leremie are well kno. 
wne.Benot thow afrayd when thou ſeelt them, 

leaſt I deſtroy the,whyleſt rhey loke vpon thee, 

for behold, I make thts day,a well detcnded cy- 
tic,a.Pyiler of yron,and a braſen wall, againſte 
the Kynges of Luda,agaiult the Princes andthe 


| 


| 


—— 


- — — — —— 


The people 
yy depart 
and not ac- 
kno wicdge 

the Phare- 


fe for Pa- 
fors. 


Teter might 
feme is 


of /ciſme, 


VVhen «©- 
cord is eucll 
and Uber 
diſſention FI, 
good. 


Prieſtes of the ſame: Therefore there is no cauſe 
whye they that are gods officers ſhold feare the 
tyrnnnic ofthe w orid. 


The ſame Rodolph 45 a littleaf; ea in 


the ſame chapter. 


C Auetea Scribis inquit. Beware faith he of 


the Scribis in dedeitis but A ſhort ſentence, 


| bur ſuch a one as many men doubtles thought 


vnroilerab e.For he ſpeaketh of them, which tor 
the ſpace of many hundred yeres occupied the 
chicte p!acc inthe Church. To whom God,had 
comnmutted his law e and the key of k nowledge 
(as itis ſayde in another place, w hich alſo ſirting 
in the preachinge Stoole of Moyles , oloried 
much,that they did ſuccede the old Prieſtes and 
Prophetes,a and occupied their places, yer tor all 
that Chriſt moucth his Diſcip les,that they ſhold 
beware of them , that is to ſay, that they tholde 
not knovvledge them to be their P..ftors, but rather that 
they «hold drpart frem th:m, for ſo Sainct Peter the 

Apoſtle {cmeth , forma rdes to expound theſe 
w ordes,w hen No he ſaicth to them of Icruſalem 
that axed counſell of hym {eparemint a genera- 
tionciſta praua. Seperate or depart your ſelutes 
from this crooked and frow ard oeneration .'But 
what other thinge was this then to make A Scil- 
me or {edition vntorkem which vnrill that time 
ſemed to be knit together by A greable conſent 
emongeſt them ſelucs, bur as ceuery concord and 


agrement 15 not good,ſo cuery deuiſio,or diſſent | 


isnot enill,and as they oftende which agree to- 
gether 1n itthat 1s cucll, lo they deſcrue ao (mall 
praiſc 


praiſe which diſturbe and breake vp ſuch con- 
corde and agtement,that they may learne to c6- 
ſent vnto the trueth , which betore did conſpire 
and agree together inlyes. 


The ſame Rodo phus vyritynge alſo vpon 
the ſame Chapiter ſayeth, 


He Pope calleth home againe from baniſh» 

ment nor only the Iewith ceremonies , bur 
alſo the ceremonies of the Gentiles , and he put- 
teth them to death that deſiar,to enioy the chri- 
ſtian lybertic: And a little after he ſayeth , Euan- 
gelio omnis 1n religione imaginum vſus prohi- 
berur,quem i1mulinlege & Prophetis damnari 
certum eſt. In religion all vſe of Images is for- 
bydden by the goſpell:whole vſcallo is condem- 
ned withour all doubr, in thc lawe and the Pro- 


phetrs, 


The ſame Rodolphus vpon the firſt Chap. 
of the Apoſtoles Actes, 


Here ought nothynge to be preached , or reformat 
raught;in the Church , ſauynge onely fuch of religion 
doctrine as was deliuered by the holy Ghoſt:for mit nee 
the Chirch oricogregation 15thehowſe of God, _ 
in the which the voyce of the good man of the 1;;7, abo= 
how ſc ought onely to be heard , and all thinges lithes. ; 
ought to be ordered accordinge to his appoinct= 
ment. Andalittle after he ſayeth we do gather 
that the Kingdome of G O D ought to be ſera 
droade and dcetended , neither wyith carnall weas 


ponz neither by theſtrength of the Princes of thu yyorlde, 


But with the preachinge of the word wherwith 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, victh for to worke ſtrongly 
in meus mindes. The ſame Gualrerus ypon the 
Xi11). Chap.of the Actes,if thatthe Apoſtles durſt 
not take vpon them ſuch authorine as to 70 
away from Chriftes commaundement, and to 
thruſt new traditions vnto the Churclics,doubr- 
les their raſhnes and preſumption,can not in any 
wilc be accuſed, who at this tyme , vndertheir 
name and pretence dare ſo vnihametfaſtly do it. 


The ſame Rodolphus von the 2. of 
Saint} Marck e. 


His 1s alſo to be marked,that mans traditio. 
þ can neither be ioyned, neither he made 
toagree with rhe golpell. And they that go a- 
bout that purpoſe, do nothinge cls, but by litle, 
_ end:zauor to oucrthrowe all religion: tor emon- 
geſt theſe there 15s great 41 -otd. but where as 
Chriſt 15 allowed,w rho i is made vnto vsof God, 
tie right day all the wiſedome of man 
muſt nedes gue pla [ce with ali his traditios And 
2irle furder,he (aith. 

As in huſbandry hitis cotuenient ,that the 


ut leanen thornes and bramb!cs,ſhalbe firſt plucked vp by 


the rootes , if thow wit haue any ſede to growe 
and to bringe forrh fruite, ſo except, all thynges 
be raken aw ay cuen at once, it can ncuer bringe 
forth worthie fruites . For affinail remnauntes 
that abide behinde we ſhall ſee greate heapes of 
crrors to {pringe vp,w heretore thoſe commaun- 
demctes that were giuen for the pu'ling downe 
of Altars,& breaking of Idoles 1n peces appeare 

» Tn 


Pet {tl Which G O D wold {0 earnefbly ro be 
cept ,thathe w old, thatthe very golde , Which 
w as {ometime conſecrated vnto 1doles, ſhold be 
calt away and be burnt. And in diuers places cer- 
taine Kynges arc reproued and blamed, which 
haue beſtowed no cucll or ſmall labor , in refor. 
minge of cocarine & rel1gion becaule they !Lafre 
vaput dow ne,or not deſtroyed ,the high placcs 
which ſome called Chapells, which before their 
rim2s, were the Shoppes or workehowles of 
falic v orſhppinge . And wold to God there 
were notnow exap'es in this oure tyme whych 
ſufficiently reache vs how 1eperdous a thynge 
hitis that there do remaine ſom remnauntes of 
inſtrumenrtes of old: (uperiticion,forthey tetch 
from hence occalion to linne,whych ynder pre- 
tence of the GO (pcil (cke theyr owne profit. Fur. 


thermore there 1s giuen hope to men, that are 


ſuperſticions rhat rheyr ſuperſticion ſhalbe re- meketh Bo- 
ner and the 
wicked hope 


ſtored agayne.W hich v veh ſtand rhe retorma- 
tion of che Church. T hcretorc,all Miniſters and 
Magiltrates ought diligently to rake heede,and 
marke this {ertence of Chrylt , tat wee gonot 
about to ſewe the n:we or raw cloth of the 
golpcil to ſuper{ticions,whyche in dede are an 
oide and a rent garment,vurt let vs vyle greate d1- 
lizencic and vaccaſcable zeale to oucrthrowe 
chem. 


The ſame Cualterus vvrytynge vpon the 7.chap. 


of the Actes of the Apoſtles. 


Pt_ He pr;mitiue church, as we (ce here, had 
1 her diſcaſes , neytacr are they lyzar ticlpate 


Keapinge af 


v li ic 


will. 
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fe; neyther ſmall faultes , which are here rehex. 
{ed,but horrible faultes they put difftercnce be. 
twene Nation and Natio,they are diwided with 
factions, they occupic contention and that not 
preuely,they bewray the bytrernes of theyr min- 

des moſt wyckedly by theyt murmuryng. There. 

fore we (cc that the primatiue C hurch was in- 
feed wyth that ſynne, for the whych many 
thow ſandes vnder Moyles were ouerthrow nc 

in the W yldernes. 4 


The ſame Gualterus vpn the f yrſt chap.of 
the Alles of the Apoſtles, 
Herefore it 15 an vngodly,and a tirannicall 
raſhnes of them, w hych, thinke that they 
may make newe Articles of the ftayth , and ro 
thruſt into the Church traditios by the edule of 
nians rcalon. 
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